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Executive Summary

For 27 nonths, between January 2006 and March 2008, Minga Peru, a non
governmental orgaization in Peruwith support from UNIFEMmplemented anntercultural
Radio Educative Project to fight against violence and HIV/AIDS in rural communities and schools
of the Reruvian Amazon.The UNIFEMroject capitalized on the popularity and credibility of
a Ay 3l Qiveekiyadid & ramBienvenida Salydits onthe-ground community resource
persons(communitypromotorag, and strategically leveraged it with a schbaked initiative,
involving teachers, students, and community members to prevent and reduce domestic
violence and HIV/AIDS, empower victims of violence (mostly children and women), and reduce
prejudice, stigma, and discrimination associated with beingpgdiitive.

The present report documents the main findings from an independent assessment of
aAy 3l t SNHz2Q& Ly dSNDdzZ GdzNI £ wlk RA2 9RdzOF GABS t N
against violence and HIV/AIDS in rural communities and schools of theadeAmazon.First,
aRSAaONRLIIA2Yy 27T -aii ddonthergsddht comrBuNiZida strétefy, including
its intercultural and grounded praxis, is provided. The various components of the Intercultural
Radio Educative project are described, inahgdthe training of teachers and radio
correspondents, integration of domestic violence and HIV/AIDS topics in the existing school
secondary curriculum, and the development of culturaigonant radio scripts in a process
FLIGE @ f | 0 BdpORISHNE XA i SN Xdlectiod grocddyfeR, inBluding:
sources of primary and secondary data, are desdrilaed key findings distilled

Our main findings from the present assessment are summarized below:

Dedicated listenership tBienvenida Saludas significantly higher (89%) among
students attending school in rural areas than in urban areas (50%), suggesting that the radio
program is actually reaching those young audiences,wihbegin with, have little access to
outside information. In thisense,Bienvenida Salugd helping reducéenformation inequity

gaps.

During the duration of the UNIFEM project (January 2006 to March 2008), the staff of
Bienvenida Saludeceived a total of 4,860 letters. Of the@4,% of the letters (N=1008)ade a
direct and explicit reference to issues of violence in the community or domestic sphere, or
raised questions or concerns on HIV/AIDS.

Adult women, the primary target audience Bfenvenida Salydvrote most of the
letters (45 percent) to the radio prograriany of the adult women listeners wrote in to share
that they have either abused their children or been abused by their partners. Adult men and
youth (both male and female) are increasing as an audience segmBigrofenida Saluand
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also increasingly sting in to the program. This finding suggests increased involvement of men
in the welfare of their families and their partners.

The newlytrained radio correspondents played a key role in spurring lettgting.
G NNBaLRYRSYy(ia ORROSRAY GKSHYE SIHRSA NILANOK2 2t | YR
receive the training, and take seriously their role as providers of community feedback and
conveyors of community joys and concerns.

The topics of violence and HIV/AIDS were closely incorporated iffiboedit subject
areas through the integrated curriculum developed by the teachers. The most effective
pedagogical techniques to convey these topics was studentered classoom dialogue,
followed by dramatization, role plays, and case studies.

Partidpating secondary school students reported learning about their rights as
individuals, about different forms of violence, and about taking preventive measures for not
contracting HIV/AIDS. They reported talking about these issues with their friendaraitygl f
members, especially about domestic violence. Many students noticed chgrugels
ideological and behavioral in malefemale and parenchild relationships.

Prior to the implementation of the schotlased program, students reported harboring
several misconceptions about HIV/AIDS. Although some misconceptions still persist, they now
show mindfulness in acknowledging that the person they have sex with may have multipe
partners. Students also acknowledged the difficulties in broaching thesestoijtic their
girlfriends or boyfriends, but they expressed a desire for change, including delaying of sexual
relations, limiting sexual partners, and using condoms in sexual encounters.

Il FGSNIJ dzy RSNH2AY 3 aAy3dl t SNHzQ&l adeNse afgrile/ 3> & S
responsibility, and accountability in making a difference in their communities. Many teachers
noted that these trainings served a useful function in terms of their professional development
and networking, equipping them to serve thsiudents and communities better.

h@SNIff3 aAy3dl tSNUzQ& AydSNDOdzZ GdzZNIF £ SRdzOF
violence and HIV/AIDS in the Peruvian Amazon has made a positive impact in the lives of
participating riverine communities. While sudbep-rooted beliefs and attitudes are slow to
change, there is progress on both issues, at least in certain communities.

aAy3alrQa AGNBYy3IOGK tASa Ay Ada&a YAYRFdzZ ySaa |

resources that exist in the Amazoniasuchas orality, expressiveness, and extroversido

address issues that are sensitive and taboo. Further, by promoting gentler, kinder, and more

responsible masculinities, Mingavoids the trap of censuring men for violence or HIV

AY FSOGA 2y dermultural approashlin®@ Pekuyian Amazon demonstrates that it is

possible to talk about, and to live, a whole sexual life with responsibility; and it is possible to

Syecz2e LKeaAoltf Of2asSySaa 6KAf{S LINBaAaSNDAY3I g2Y
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ListenerSpeak!

hyS 2F Y& ySAIKOo2NE FTAylLftte YIRS rkS RSOA
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age of 11 until now when she is 53, she tolerated him. She had 16 children with this man of

which seven are alive. The others died because of her husbaSdsliid2 Yy A A 0 Af Al @ XPazy
tetanus, some others died with pellagra. While remembering all her suffering, she finally told

KAY &aKS 02dA R y2i 021 4AGK KAa YIfAOdNBIFGYSyi
many years we have lived together thinkingK & & 2dz gAff o6S | o06SGGISNI Y
0S02YS 2NES® . STF2NBE LQOS 6SSyYy FFNIAR 27F @&2dzX
are other women who protect me.

a
A

A radio correspondent trained by Minga Peru writing in from a riverine commiilyy, 2007)

One day my brothein-law got sick and he did not know what he was suffering from. His
fever and diarrhea was permanent. One day | asked my wife to take him to the hospital and the
doctor told us he had AIDS. For a long time, we margindiimedtreating him badly. But after
hearingBienvenida Salydve came to know that AIDS is not contagious and cannot be
transmitted through touch. Previously, none of his brothers assisted him because they feared
they would be infected. After listening radio program, we have begun to give him attention
and our love.

A listener from a riverine communitynahe Tigreriver writing in to Minga Peru (December, 2007).

[, as a young woman, have been watching what happens in my community, and have
begunto question certain practices. Parents must understand and recognize their children
rights. | would like to urge you to speak [in the radio program] about child abuse because in my
community there is a lot of child abuse. Parents mistreat their childearsing them harm.

A listener from a riverine community on the Marafién River writing in to Minga Peru (November, 2006).



Background and Purpose
©

For 27 months, étween January 2006 and March 2088nga Peru, a non
governmental orgaization in Peruimplemented anntercultural Radio Educative Projeot
fight against violence and HIV/AlIDSural communities and schooté the Peruvian Amazon.

With funding from WNIFEMsome174schoolteachersin 24 rural schools were trained
by MingaPeruto integrate issues of domestic violence and HIV/AIDS ise¢ltendaryschool
curriculum, directly spurring claséscussion orthese issueg in multiple courses- with some
4,650students. Further, these grourdmased yearround educationalefforts inrural schools
GSNBE O2YLX SYSy (SR g-airifkercaltiragl Adio®ducalive progfain,NJ 2 y
Bienvenida SalufWelcome Healthwhich purposely incorporated themes of domestic
violence, HIV/AIDS, and others in its thrigeekly broadcasts. Further, as paf the UNIFEM
project, severastudents in each participating school werained as radio correspondents\-
charge of encouraging youth in their respective communities to listéBiénvenida Saludnd
then provide feedbackincludingproposing new sujectsfor inclusion and treatmenon the
radio program Further, these radio correspondentsf 2y 3 gAGK GKSANI S| OKSI
cadre of communitybasedpromotoras,local women acting as sparkplugs of changejertook
training andother programmaticactivitieson the topic of domestic violence and HIV/AlDE
their respective communities.

In essence, the UNIFEMNded project capitalized on the popularity and credibility of
a Ay 3l Qiveekiykadd & ramBienvenida Sal)dits onthe-ground @mmunity resource
persons(communitypromotorag, andstrategically leveraged it with a schdmhsed initiative,
involving teachers, students, and community memhkerprevent and reduce domestic
violence and HIV/AIDS, empower victims of violence (moktlgren and women), and reduce
prejudice, stigma, and discriminatiossociated with being Hipositive.

The present repordocuments the main findings frolen independent assessment of
aAy3adl t SNHzQa Ly GdSNOdz GdzNT £ wlarRh 2008ptrfgpd I G A @St N
against violence and HIV/AIDS in rural communities and schools of the Peruvian Amazon. To
SYOSR 2dzNJ aasSaavySyid O2ydSEdi dz &ifaddonthe- RS a ONR LI
ground communication strategy, including its interculturad grounded praxjss provided
The various components of thintercultural Radio Educatiy@ojectare describedincluding
the training of teachers and radio correspondents, integration of domestic violence and



HIV/AIDS topics in the existing scheetondary curriculum, anttle development otulturally

resonantradio scriptsh Y I LINP OS & & I laBLIN® RIdEOOSSNESIR & thAdaND SrySIiN
collection procedures, including sources of primary and secondary data, are described, and key
findingsare reported.

aAy3dl t SNimRgintgvBnidndRirSthe Peruvian Amazon

Minga Peru, a noigovernmental organization, was established in 1998 by Eliana Elias, a
graduate of the department of social communications from the University of Lima, and her
husband, Luis Gonzalez, an Argentinean social worker who has worked in the Amazonas for
over 15 years. Its objective: to improve the lives of people living in the Peruvian Amazon
one of the poorest, most inaccessible, and most neglected regiorerind GaAy3Al ¢ Ay i
f20Fft €Fy3adzr3AS YSIya aO2fftl 02N (A JomG® YYdzyAdle
one, have beerconsciously guided by a culturatigspectful, participatory communication
framework (Table 1).

¢FofS mM® aAy3IllFran®eNaIkQd ¢KS2NBGAOI

Principles Underlying CulturallirRespectful
Participatory Communication Framework

Listenersas producers

Proces®f dialogue and democratic participation

Longterm process of sustainable change

Collectiveempowerment and decisieGmaking

WithO2 YYdzy AliedQa Ay @2t gSYSyi

Specifian content, language, and culture

Consciousnessisingand critical action

aAy3dl Qi aenerédayhdliarative activities are focused in the Region of Loreto,
a territory comprising ondourth of Peru's geo@phic area, including 146,000 square miles of
the Amazon rainforest About one million people live in Loreto: Half in Iquitos City, the main
city, and the other half in some 500 riverine communttia®ng the Amazon River and its
serpentine tributaries.Some 65 ethndinguistic groups make up the Peruvian Amazon,
representing a nofhomogenous population. The river is the main transportation channel and
most people travel by manuatyowered sh#low canoes made of balsa wob@&teamers,
ferries, and mabr boats connect major riverine routes along the Amazon. There are no roads
in these remote communitiesior a dedicated power supplfhe number of health clinics and
posts, mostly located in big towns, aresufficient toadequately serve all riverin@mmunities.



The Amazon River and its tributaries #re main transportation channel in
the region that Minga Peru works

Minga promotes reproductive health, sexual rights, gender equality jmecwme
generating activities in a region plagued by gegdpical isolation, poverty, disease, and
patriarchal traditiond. Minga especially seeks émpower Amazonian women, who suffer from
poor reproductive health, a repressive home environment, and lowesgtfenf. In certain
riverine communities, especialtiiose inhabited by the Huambisa, Aguajun, and Shi@baibo
ethnic groups, women may bean average 10 children (three times the national average), lose
one or two children to disease, perhaps contract a sexually transmitted infection, and die
before reaching the age of 50 (22 years less than the national avefage)

aAy3alF Qad LINRPINI YYFHGAO FOGAGAGASE Ay GKS t SN
broadcast of a popular radio program calBenvenida SaluVelcome Health)the training a
cadre of cormunity promotoras(promoters) who organize group listening sessions around
Bienvenida Salud, Yy R aSNIWS +a f20Frf fSFRSNE F2N) aAy3al Qa
development activities; and ethe-ground, environmentalhsustainable, incomgenerating
activities through the establishment of fish farms, adowestry enterprises, small animal
husbandry projects, as well as training in crocheting, sewing, and carpentry to meet local needs.
aAy3adl Qad LINBaSyid ¢62N] Ay 0 KMarafidd RadlEIRidreyfivet YI 1T 2y A
basins (both represent major tributaries of the Amazon River and are easily accessible from
Iquitos City, where Minga is headquartered).
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Bienvenida Salygroduced by Minga Peris a halthour radio program broadcast three
times a wek (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) at 5:30 a:Itthe time when people are
waking up in the Amazonaand then repeated the same days in the eveniBgnvenida Salud
Ad LlzN1l32aSte RSaAdIySR (2 020K SyYyGSNII Adge ' YR
about reproductive health, sexual rights, and gender equality, creating favorable attitudes,
shifting social norms, and changing overt behaVidy mid2008 Minga Per( had broadcast
over1,100episodes oBienvenida Salugarning audience ratings about 40 tobetween 45 to
50 percent among radio owning households in the rural area of the Loreto Region.

TheBienvenida Salustories are based on reéfe events, and often sent to Minga by
audience members as cards, hasewn letters, or even painteon bark. Vegetabland natural
colors are used as ink. To encourage audience feedback and formative inputs to designing
Bienvenida Saludjinga has made arrangements with boat companies to ferry listeners' letters
from the interior of the Amazon jungle@tiquitos City, where the headquarters of Minga is
located. Letteswriters do not pay for this "postal” service; Minga Pera pays a small fesaftr
letter that is delivered. In encouraging listeners to widgtters, Minganot only receives
feedback onts radio programs, but uses these letters (as we detail later) to desigorifgs
for newprograms In this way, Minga views its listeners nofpassive consumers of the
programbut rather asactive producers



Ferries bring listener letters fromistant riverine communities to Iquitos
where they are collected by a Minga representative.

By mid2008 Minga has received ova&0,000 audience lettersAudience members
describe their personal problems, struggles, and dilemmas with remarkable visidnds
candor in these letters. For instance, in December, 280i8tenerwrote in about his abusive
FIOGKSNY bL &AdzZFFSNBR LJAeOK2t23A0lIt 06dzaS FTNRY
AyadzZ G Y& Y2G0KSNJ IyR KA(G KBeNico{tgavkyprdble®for L ¢ 2 dz

menll.

Minga distills stories like the ones provided by Romel into short social dramas on
Bienvenida Salyeach illustrating a carefully chosen topic for the episode, such as why
eradicating violence in the communityimportant, or how to recognize the side edfis of
contraceptive injectionsln a typical episodgopularsocicdramacharacters might discuss
how pregnancy happens; how to prevent it; how to manage an abusive relationship; or what to
do when your childhas diarrhe&. In addition Bienvenida Saluiticorporates catchy jingles,
music, informational spots, testimonials, and contests to enhance its audience appeal.

A recording oBienvenida Saluith progress.



The language used Bienvenida Saluid sinple; technical terms are avoid&t Each
show is taped and sent to local stations for rebroadcast. Tapes are also given to local school
GSFOKSNAR |a ¢Sftf | Ppromotorasolplaytos diiedsette? Y Y dzy A ( &

I 2YLX SYSy (A yait breadcsisSof Bizaventy Salydire a host of ongoing
on-the-ground interventions, led by a trained cadre of commuipitgmotoras They are
carefully chosen on the strength of their perslity, drive, and motivatiorMinga trainsthem
to work as health promoterand change agents in the communities where they li&s.part of
their training,promotoraslearn the basics of male and female anatomy, detection of breast and
cervical cancers, and simulation of the birth proc¥sBhey also implement sewing, weaving,
and crocheting projectshow to establish and run a fish farm; how to grow medicinal herbs;
and create environmentally sustainable esgstems through agrorestry and small animal
husbandry projects.These incomegenerating activities are part af A y sktrafggy to create
conditions that allow women to exercise their right to live a healthy pratluctive life free of
violence.

Ly adzyz aAy3al tSNyQa ¢2N] Ay (GKS t SNUzDAL Y
members of riverine communities, especiallywomen, to experience a higher quality of life;
to make better informed choices with respect to their reproductive health; and to gain in self
esteem to value their sexual and human rightssA y 3+ Q&4 &G NI §S3IA 0 aidNBy 3K
consideration of Amzonian culture in the design and implementation of itsaanand onrthe-
ground programmatic activities

aAy3dl Qa LyGSNOdz GdzNI £ ! LILINE I OK

. .. Cambio Social

I G IR AT G L

MingaPeru recognizethat there existmultiple indigenous populations the Peruvian
Amazong with both similar ad different life styles, gender systerand ways of using natural
resources’. Such knwledge allows it to address difficult issues in local contexts of
understanding.
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For instancein its treatment of health issueswhether in the radio program orst
trainingsfor promotoras teachers, and radio correspondendinga respects the view that
Amazonian cultures consider everything in the world asdibeings. So, in addition to human
beings animalsand plants the Amazoniasviewrivers, stars, andtonesasliving beings- that
can be harmedfall sick anddie. There exist counteiorcesthat can reverselamagejmplying
everything that has beeautipado(harmed or sick) could hearadothat is, cured or protected
against diseasanddamage®. So theAmazonian cultural ethic emphasizes that it is important
to carefor the body, to tend to it, to prevent damage, and to repair it when sick.

In order to better address domestwiolence andHIV/AIDSMinga,tries to takeinto
account several lo¢aultural undercurrents. For instanca,the Peruvian Amazophysical
violence is less privat®r more openthan in other areas oPeru. Also, Amazonian cultures
bring uniqgue communication resourcesuch arality, expresiveness, and extroversiato
address issues that are sensitive and tapiocluding sexualityFurthera A y 3 Q& SELISNA Sy
the region suggests th&mazonian cultureseem relatively mordéexible (as compared to the
Andina culture, for instancep adapt tochangesn their physical, social, and cultural
environment. Thismearsthat Minga in its programs and trainingsas the possibility toide
thesecultural undercurrents in proposing negender rolesespecially the adoption afew
gentler, kinder, and supportive madaities.

So in its programs Mingavoids condemrnng or censuring merirying to unpack what
fASa 0SKAYR | YIOKAA&AY2 Yrehttadyindludesahkpyrpbbivea O2 Y'Y
exercise okempathizing with thanale, whichprobablygrewup in a wlent environment and
was a victinof violence, creating an ggessive and repressive masculinitidence in
Bienvenida Saludjlinga avoids creating characters that represent-dimensional masculine
stereotypes it tries to humanize them in all their cqutexity’

In its UNIFEM project activities it posed the following challenge:p&sgible to talk
about,and tolive,awhole sexual life with responsibility; is it possilbdeenjoyphysical
closeness without violating 2 Y Sy Q& NotBuppfsis @ = (GKS G2yS 2F aAiAy3al
non-judgmental and conciliatorynviting theaudience tdfind solutionsthat transcend
masculine stereotypes.

Elements of theProgranmatic Intervention

With funding from WIFEMjn 2007,some 174 school teachéfsn 24 rural schools in
the Peruvian Amazon were trained by Minga Peru to integrate issues of domestic violence and
HIV/AIDS in the secondary school curriculbuoilding on the cultural understanding of health
in the region. Sohetraining exercisswere designed to ma& the teachers think abowtutipa
(damagé@ andicara(the solution torepair thedamagg. Teachers discussed among themselves
the possiblecauses otutipa, includingits manifestations asllV/AIDS andomesticviolence as
well as alternatves and solutionto take cae of the body, family, communitgndthe
environment. Building on these discussions, the participatiegchers developed educative
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projects? to beintegratedin 10subjectareas of theschoolcurricula coveringstudentsin all
five secondary grades

Teachers in the Peruvian Amazon Underga@ing y drka@iag in 2007

These teachers, in their regular classes, systematically broached the topics of domestic
violence and HIV/AIDS through a revamped school curriculurahieg 283 primary school
students and 4,254 secondary school students.

Teachers in the Peruvian Amazon integrated topics of violence
and HIV/AIDS in the regular school curriculum.

These grounebased, yearound educational efforts in rural schoolsere
O2YLX SYSYy G SR ¢ A (i Kair,anergulldratyadio edRidaliz probthnBishivenida
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Salud(Welcome Health) which purposely incorporated themes of domestic violence, HIV/AIDS,
and others in its thricaveekly broadcasts. Further, as part o€tbINIFEM project, several
students in each participating school were trained as radio correspondentbaige of
encouraging youth in their respective communities to listetenvenida Saluand then

provide feedback, including proposing new subjeotsiriclusion and treatment on the radio
program.

Radio correspondents undergoing training in writing letters to
the radio program

CdZNI KSNE GKS&aS NIRA2 O2NNBalLRyRSyGasz |fz2y13
communitybasedpromotoras,localwomen acting as sparkplugs of change, undertook training
and other programmatic activities on the topic of domestic violence and HIV/AIDS for their
respective communitiegeaching an estimate®,600 families in the Peruvian Amazon.

In essence, the UNEMfunded project capitalized on the popularity and credibility of
a Ay 3l Qiveekiyadid pr&ramBienvenida Salydits onthe-ground community resource
persons(communitypromotorag, and strategically leveraged it with a schbaked initiative,
involving teachers, students, and community members to prevent and reduce domestic
violence and HIV/AIDS, empower victims of violence (mostly children and women), and reduce
prejudice, stigma, and discrimination associated with beingpgdiitive.

Other key elements of the programmatic intervention included

(1) designng a data base to code and categorleéers, especially on the topic of
domestic violence and HIV/AID8¢ceivedin response tdBienvenida Saluénd the
operationalization of a systematmethodology to selecand analye thesdetters toshape
future scripts of the radio program,
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(2) expanding the audience reach ®ienvenida Salubly adding another new radio
station inRequena districto the broadcast footprint, supplementintpe broadcasts orLa Voz
de la SelvdThe Voice of the Junglaipdsix additional radio stations in the region,

(3) announcing several contestsvith attractive prizes-to promote the listening of
Bienvenida Salydncludingholding of affles of radios, bateries, tshirts, capsand other
mementos to sustain buzz about the program in riverine communities,

(4) distributingrelevant educational material on domestic violence and HIV/AIDS to
teachers, including a CD of several episodeBi@fivenida Saludhich they could play in classes
or in their communities,

(5) distributingrecorders and cassettds the trained radio correspondents so that they
could provide real (and reel) feedback and input8tenvenida Salud,

(6) makingpresentations tgarentsof students ordomestic violence, HIV/AIDS and
community health issueis several participating schooksnd so on.

Listeners as Producerd the Intercultural Educative Radio Program

During theUNIFEMsupported projectifom January 2006 to March 200€jnga Peru
broadcast 140 episodes Bienvenida Salydiveraging 12ew episodes per monthiNearly falf
of thesel40episoces purposely (and thematically) focusedldhV//AIDSsexuality, and
reproductive healthand the other halemphasized issues dbmesticand community
violence.

As emphasized previousiMinga works with a deep understanding of the Amazonia
culture,andhenceBienvenidaSalud G € a2 | g1 & FNBY | LINBAONRKLIGIAGDS
strivestols NB & LISOG Fdz 2 F ndi®kihgiwhid dhat goBralidoto haks ¢ & |
issues relevantThusfor Minga, it is important thatach episode oBienvenida Saluid
produced with direct listener input. For instance, listeners should have a say in both proposing
and adoptingnew gentler, supportive masculinities.

How do the listeners contribute to the scripting processB@nvenida SalilListener
letters, for the most partf NNA @S Ay a Ay 3IferGeaand.in) pazhtiiraugh isisaf ¥ A O S
promotoras radio correspondentr community memberso lquitos. The letters are collated
at the Minga office in Iquitos and sent to RafaeLima, who manages the letters datase and
catalogues and codes ealditer on severapre-established themesfor instance, whether or
not it addresses the topic of domestic violence or HIV/AIDS. Rafael scours and analyzes the
letters for nuggets and insights, forwarding them to the production team in Iquitos on a regular
basisfor the scripting proces®8efore being recordedscripts are reeewed bya A Yy 3| Qa

(@]
('D)
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executive director anthe lquitosbasedregional directorandwhen necessarygxperts or
subject matter specialists are brought on board.

Each letter izarefullyread, catalogued, and screened for
possible inputs to the radiscrpts.

In essence, Minga has instituted an informatiomsed system of managing feedback,
feed-forward, and culturallyresonant contentlevelopment forBienvenida Salud By
systematically analyzing audience lettevlingacan identify unfulfillednformational needs
and gaps and accordingly provitimely informationabout service deliveryn particular to
women andyoung girls and boysvho are often marginalized from such discours8s, if a
listener letter, for instance, suggests that there maysbhepected cases dfllVin a particular
riverine community, Minga would provide information about voluntary testing and counseling
services orBienvenida Salygro-actively address the issue of stigma and discrimination, and
also put the community in contaavith the regional coordinator of Sanitary Strategy of
Prevention and Control of STD and HIV/AIDS so they can obtain governswppattservices

The process of cataloguing, transcribing, and distilling each audience letter deserves
more detailed desription. When Rafael in Lima receitles lettersT N2 Y aAy 3l Qa 2FTFA
Iquitos, he codes and transcribes them, and analyzes them for possibilities to shape a future
script outline. Structurally, a script outlieensists of an overarching topem objective,
transcripts of relevantetters, editorial comments about the letters, and suggestions for
resources (such axpertinterviews) fora particularepisodeof Bienvenida SaludOnce the
letter and outline is entered into a data base in LilRaael sends the outline back to Iquitos
viathe InternetbasedSKYPEeleconference softwarewhichMinga has been using since early
Hnny I 3AGSY ddiveryto Belnthéllend, (ai$ides seithout restrictions on file
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size. In Iquitos,the radioproduction team, led by Emira, fleshes out the s¢ripamatizes the
issue with narration or dialogue, and aftefeav iterative rounds of consultatioand finessing
finalizesthe programfor airing

Emira finalizing 8ienvenida Saluskcript on fer laptopin
the Tambo.Emiraherself began listening tBienvenida
Saludas a young girbn the urging of her motherAt 13,
she started her trainingvith Mingaas a community
promotora. At 19, shebegan to help with the production
of theradio programandwrote her first script. Now at
age24, Emirahas trained many young radio
correspondents and her voice is recognized throughout
the Peruvian Amazonia. In 200Bmira won acholarship
to gudy in the United States.

Managing the Listeneas-Producer Communication Circuit

| SNBE 6S RSaONIsbhIRE R éxdrBnNdcatianzcitc @iy detsi forthree
episodes oBienvenida Salutthat deal with issues of HIV/AIDS and domestic violence.
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Episode #0900f Bienvenida Saludias created arond a series of letters describing
discriminationfaced as a result of being Hpésitive In March of 2007 one listener wrote

Dearest Mr. HIV/AIDS,

During our time together | have been angry at you for being a part of my life. | felt
you had vitated my being up to this point; the most intense emotion in our relationship hal
been rage. But now | want to see you in a new light. I no longer hate you or feel angry at
realize that you have been a positive force in my life. You are a messieaigeas brought me
a new understanding of life and of myself, and for that | thank you and | forgive you.

Sincerely,

ABC

Rafael catalogued the letter and wrote the program objectivemBde listenerof
Bienvenida Saluaware that discrimination agash HIV/AIDS or any other illness is a violatio
of LIS 2 LJigldsa Hefurther commentedon the letter:

Dofia AB@ a hardworking and courageous woman who knew how to confront
discrimination from relatives and friends as they found out she wasiaflwith HIV/AIDS.
Dofia ABG@s currently undergoing treatment for HIV/AIDS and lives day to day appreciatin
good and bad things that life presents.
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{FARI Q& f

Theradio production team in Iquitosi I { S &
writes a script aound the message. This program addressed 3 |
referencing her directly.
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Sandra: (Sighing..,) Aayay!!!, well as the music says, not everything is+tose
02t 2NBR AY 2dzNJ FlLYAf&@ fAFST 0SSOl dza Slutdre Y
FNRASS YR AT d&dR@yitéch dgiHert e becdtdely B 41 YRz R 2
doing anything. Our self esteem falls to the floor and we only have negative thoughts.

Medali: ¢CKFGQa NRIKID
other people ignore and abandon her, she feels lonely, sad, and discouraged, lacking the
to keep on living.

Rosita¢ K I (0 QtbdagX®eNI ax 6SQff oS fSINyYyAy3
discriminatory attitudes taards people who live with HIV/AIDS or any other iliness is a
violation of their rights because their emotional and physical health are affected.

Episode #1300f Bienvenida Saluibcused on institutions and organizations that offe
resources for HIV/AI® prevention and intervention. The program objegetwas driven by

listeners like Enerita Velaa promotorafrom Requena, a towm the basin of the Ucayali riven.
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XGKA&E aAraoOlySaa Kra FftNBFRe G 1Sy 20S]
with my network of women, so that we could talk about these illnesses and the deaths we
ASSAYIAXGIKS YIFI22NAGeE 2F wiKS 62YSYy Ay Yeé
them about the conversations we halvad in the trainings of Minga®NXzX

After cataloguing the letter, Rafael commented thamnerita is very concerned about
the spread of HIV/AIDS in her town and highlights the fact that it affemisgwomen
between 18 and 20 years of agen whom thefuture of Peru dependsHe also citd the need
for partnerships with other community organizations that can help with HIV/AIDS educati(
prevention, and treatment. Thensuing script then read

Rosita: TKSNBEQa | GAYS F2N) SOSNRBRGKAYy IS
(thére is no sense in bej mischievous by you know, having sexual intercourse at an ¢

2
F3S 0SOlIdzaS 6S NHzy || o6A3 NR&A]l 2F 3ISGGAVY]
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Emira: ¢CKFiQa NARIKG R2JFA0GFXT @2dz (y29

our listeners Aout HIV/AIDS and some institutions or organizations that come together to

prevent and confront HIV/AIDS and STIs as well as to support people who are undergoin

treatment.

During this episode, thproduction team interviewed Lucia Ruiz Escalante gho

charge of communitgducation for the Amazonic Jungle Association. She spoke &bdgiAIDS
education effortsand ways people could overcome their fears of testing and treatment.

XMHye& 1L+ LI GASYyGa R2y Qi &S Sdfbeidd ideRified. 2
GKAY]l GKFEdG 6A0GK GAYSYET GKSNBQa y2 NBlFazy
because it can happen to anyone be they man, woman, or child, and we have to think tha
antiretroviral treatment a person can keep on ligiand can be productive and take care of
their families, their children, and not be dependent.

Episode #1430f Bienvenida Saluibcused on violence against womemaking
women aware that when they press charges against somebody who has been violenatee
the right and obligation tdollow through with the sentencingndits consequencesA listener
wrote in:

In my communitywvhena woman fights with her husband and presses charges with
deputy governarand then the deputy follows throughith sertence, but in the morning the
womangoSa | YR NBGNI OGa G§KS OKI NB Sdydhat theéykdellbad
when ther husbandsare put in the cell andljat they pressed charges] only because they w
angryat the momentX

After cataloguinghe letter, Rafael added the following comment:
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The authorities have worked with the people of theerinecommunities to come up

with sanctions for men who commit acts of violence. In many cases these sanctions are never
solidified because there are wten who fear the repercussions of having to be single mothers

or because they feel pity towards the men so they remove the charges. Unfortunately, the

aggressor does not suffer the consequences and the violence is repeated, and in some dases

compounded.
And the script directly addresses thissueof not following up on sentences:

Emira: But doiiita, the authorities of the community havedeek justice.
Against these cases of violence we women havénear the pantg and demand respect and
follow through with the consequences of the law.

Emira: CKFiQa ¢6Ké R23AGF (2RIF& 6S GAff
against women, so that many of us women can be aware and can report cases of violenge
because we all have the right and the obligatiorfollow through with the punishment against
the aggressor down to the last consequence.

The sociedrama inBienvenida Salufgatured the following dialogue

Dora: 6! tAGGES alFRX0UZ hK tFaA2yFNRFZ AGQA

husband, Péro, well he would hit her and she says she wants to press charges.
Peta: , S&4Y odzi KS (Sftta YS L ¢2yQi 3ISH |

Pasionaria: Well what are you waiting for neighbor Peta, go to the community
authorities and ask that he be punished for bembeater.

Peta: 6 { O NBRX0X hK y2 ySAIKOo2NIt | aKdzOl 3
aArxdiAy3a t201SR Ay (GKS OStfx LX dza KSQa df

/N 1Y

Method and Data Collection

The authors of the present repoBinghal and Dura) spent a week in Peru in-Apdl
2008collecing both primary and secondary data in Lima, lquitos, and in the Amaponiae
impact of the curricular integration of HIV/AIDS and violence prevention in schodlgverine
communities,as well agnalyzinghe treatment of thesdopics onBienvenida Salud

Primary Data

Our primary data collection activities includsckfocus groupdiscussios, comprising a
total of 57 participants, antbur in-depth interviews. Our focus groupsdussions included:

19

_<

(s}

F I

LJ
[fl



(1)! RAA&AOdzaaAz2zy 0 aAy3dalrQa ¢FYoz2 GNIAYyAy3
teacherspromotoras and radiocorrespondentswho attended Mingasponsored
trainingson violence and HIV/AIDS,
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Focus group discussion derway with teachergpromotoras,
and radio correspondents at the Tambo

(2) A discussion with 28udents,teachers, radio correspondentgarents, listeners,
and other community membelig the riverine community of San Francisco,

(3) Adiscussion WiK F 2 dzNJ 2 F T UniDdf Lotak Ed@ativeMiardajemed i
(UGEL)who collaborated with Minga on the training of teachers in rural secondary schools,

(4) A discussion with three members of a network of 4dbéitive persons in Iquitos
whoservead Y F2NXY I f NBaz2dzNOS LISNBR2ya (2 aAy3alQa | Lz
Amazonia,

Op0 ! RAAOdzaaA2Yy GAGK FAGS adlFF¥TF YSYOSNE 2
Cesar, who are part of the production crewRienvenida SaludRkosa Maria, &awyer anda
psychologist specializing communityaffairs ¢ K 2 Y I y I 3 Sqaitosofficg; RafgebElias,
20



gK2 YIylF3aSa (GKS aAy3dlrQa FNIa FyR ONI}Fida LINERRdz
{FYRNIS | 0A2f23Aa03 prénwdtorasth Nderine corhnugitedod ¢ A 0 K a
agroforestry, plantations, and the like.

6clO ! RAAOdzaaA2Y HAGK GKNBS adlF¥F YSYOSNE
Elias, Executive Director, Eloy Neira, a noted Peruvian sociologist, and Aroma, aelslinga t
member with seeral years of experience in ruratlucation

Ourfour in-depth interviews were with the following respondents:

(1) An interview with Gina, a Peruvian social scientist with expertise in gender issues,
whom Minga engaged to conduct fag groups and Halepth interviews with teachers, radio
correspondents, listeners and community members to gauge the effects of the UNIFEM
supported domestic violence and HIV/AIDS project in the Amazonia,

OHU 'Yy AYUSNIWASG AY aa, WhoBdoQidate§ the\dathase fF A OS g A
BienvenidaSalud A 3 0 SYSNERQ f SGGSNERX OFdGlFft23dzSa SIOK S
several thematic axis (including whether or not it deals with domestic violence or HIV/AIDS),
and feeds forward the gristfdetters to the production team in Iquitos on a regular basis,

AKFLIAY3 GKS 02y GSyid 2F SLAazRSa (Kl-hasek2tf 200
managedinrealil AYS | YR K2g fA&a0SYSNERQ FSSRorivad &aeads
input for script development, and

(3) Two interviews with public health officials in Iquitos, responsible for the
administration and implementation of HIV/AIDS programs.

SecondarnData

In addition tothe primary datawe collected Minga provided us with reas of
secondary and archival data sources on the UNHKHEMborted domestic violence and HIV/AIDS
project. Most of this data was coded, categorized, and analyzed by Minga based on their
ongoing feedback and reporting needs. This secondary data included:

(1) Insights gleaned from 12 communigntered focus group discussions, comprising a
total of about 260 participants, conducted by Ginaixriverinecommunitiesof the Peruvian
Amazon, where the UNIFEM project was implemented. The participants aitBrdMinga
trained radio correspondents,

(2) Insights gleaned from two focus group discussions, comprising over two dozen
teachers conducted by Gina in the participating riverine communities,
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(3) Insights gleaned froi7 recorded and transcribedterviewswith teachers, local
health officials, and other knowledgeable key respondents,

(4) Insights gleaned from survey data colleciedn bothteachers and students in 24
participating schools (3 in Requeagea 14 inthe Loreto-Nautaarea and 7belonging toUGEL).

A total of 164 teachefS were surveyed. The teachers were asked 24 questions (mostly
openSYRSRUZ AyOfdzZRAY3IY 2KFG A&a GKS Y2ad dza ST d
intercultural communication training to prevent and control domestiolence and HIV/AIDS?

How have these trainings been helpful to you as a teacher? How are you integrating these
topics into the learning process of your students? Have you been able to do it across the
curriculum? What limitations have you encounteredrying to implement these topics in your
courses? Have your views or ideas about HIV/AIDS changed after these trainings? Do you listen
to Bienvenida Saluand do you write letters to the program? Are you utilizing active learning
techniques? Which ones?M¢éh ones seemed to have worked best? Has talking about integral
health and caring for the body influenced the setteem of your students? How so?

A total of 235 students (roughly ten each from the 24 participating schools) were
surveyed, including Blfemale students and 117 male students. The surveyed students were
between the ages of 12 and 2The studensurvey consisted of several opended questions,
including: Have your teachers talked to you about violence and HIV/AIDS as part of the class?
How do you feel about the ways they have incorporated these topics? How has this affected
your personal, familial, and love life? Have your views about sexual health, STls, HIV/AIDS, and
family violence changed as a result of these conversations? How?2lblgou feel about these
issues? Have you been able to talk to your parents, brothers, significant other, and/or friends
about HIV/AIDS? What have you talked about? Have you been able to notice changes amongst
your classmates and friends regarding violéhce

Results
We organize our results around several key questions:
Who Listened?
To what extent did the teachers and students who participated in the HIV/AIDS and
domestic violence program listen Bienvenida Salutl Were there any differences in

listenaship patterns in rural and urban communities of the Peruvian Amazon?

Some 75% of the 170 surveyed teachers had listend®ldnvenida Saludt least once,
and 16 percent claimed to be avid listenerslo# radio program.
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Bienvenida Salud Audience: Teachers
from 24 Schools

Once
10%

Almost Never

5%
- Almost Always
16%

Some threequarters of survged teachers listened tBienvenida Salyd
and 16 percenalmost never missing a broadcast.

As compared to teachers, listenership among students was higher. Some 94% of the
235 surveyed listened tBienvenida Saluénd a whopping 77%laimed to be regalr listeners.

Bienvenida Salud Audience: Students from 24
Schools

OListen 180 of 235

6%

EDon'tlisten 40 of 235

BEListen once in a while
15 of 235

A whopping 77 percent of the surveyed students were regular
listeners ofBienvenidaXalud.

Interestingly, dedicated listenership Bienvenida Saludias significantly higher (89%)
among students attending school in rural areas thanrnban areas (50%), where presumably
there exist more entertainment optionsée the following two figures)This finding suggests
that Bienvenida Saluig actually reaching thogeung audiences who, to begin with, have little
access to outside informamn. In this sensa&ienvenida Saluid helping reduce information
inequity gaps.
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BS Audience amongst Students from 18 Rural
Schools

OListen 143 of 161

B Don'tlisten 8 of 161

B Listen once in a while
10 of 161

Dedicated listenership t@ienvenida Saludas significantly highen rural schools,
suggesting thathe programwashelpingto NE RdzOAy 3 GAY TFT2NX I GA2Y

BS Audience amongst Students from 6 Urban
Schools

OListen 37 of 74

mDon't Listen 32 of 74

BEListen oncein a while
50f74

Who Wrote? What was Said?

To what extent did listeners of Bienvenida Salud raise the issue of domestic violence and
HIV/AIDS in the letters that they wrote to Minga? Were there any shifts in patterns of letter
writing [e.g. who was writing, on what topics,cet since the intercultural radio educative
project was launched in secondary schools of the Peruvian Amd#oet™do the letters say
about what the listeners are learning®hat has been the role of the radio correspondents in
spurring letterwriting andas a consequence influencing the content of the radio program?
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As emphasized previously, listerletters are the basis for muchof A SY Sy ARl { | f d
content and form. They algarovide insights intahe impact ofthe radio program on its regular
listeners,of whom the largest audience segment is of adult women.

From January 2006 to March 20@Be duration of the UNIFEMupported project, the
staff of Bienvenida Saluceceived a total of 4,860 letter& KAt S aAy 3l Qa NI RA2 L
addresses a wholeost of health and social issuesarly 21 percent of all letters (N=1003)
madea direct and expliciteferenceeither to the issues of violenca the community orfamily,
or raised questions or concerns on HIV/AIDS.

Letters about Violence and HIV Sent
to BS Jan 2006 Mar 2008

80

60

40

20

\fa@’b@'a N c}e%o \fa@’b@'b N c)e\\o \faé\’b

W Violence mHIV/AIDS

A demographic @alysis of the lettemriters clarifies that dult women send most of the
letters (45 percent) followedby adult menandthen young men and womefThe primary
target audienceof Bienvenida Salydince it was launcheeight years agdyas been adult
women. Many of the adulivomenlisteners write in to share thahey haveeither abused
their childrenor been abusedby their husbands or partnerand point to the debilitating
consequences of such abusive behaviors on family life, emphasizingélleto ind
alternatives. Somewomen confidenly narrate their personal experiences with their partners
especially how they faced violence at home and found ways to overcéhme it

Most letters written by adult women point to a rise in sehd collective effiacy, a
movement from gence to action, a slow but sure grasp of their rights as individuals, expanding
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opportunities to make their voices heard (in their homes and communities and in the public
sphere through listeneletters, for instance), and a growirsglfrespect in what they know,
what they can do, and in their femininity, emotions, and agencies.

What is interesting from the letteranalysis is thatnenand youth (both male and
female)are increasings an adiencesegmentof Bienvenida Saluand dso writing inmore
frequentlyto the program. This findingerhapssuggests shifts igender relationsn the
Peruvian Amazon, whelog men are becoming more actively involvedhie welfare of their
families By writing letters to Minga Peru, the matezolvement in the preparation cfcripts
has become even stronger

A breakdown of the letters by sender type shalwe important role of the newly
trained radio correspondents in spurring letterriting. Some 46 percent of the lette
received by Minga from January 2006 to March 2008 were written by radio corresponttents.
focus group interviews;orrespondent®@2 A OSR | aSy a$S 2sghoobaniMiga S ¢
trusted them to receive the trainingTheytake seriously theirale in writinglettersto Minga
informing of cases of violence in their communitias,also their responsibility to search for
alternative and local solutions to problems of domestic or community violence.
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