PSYCHOLOGY 5334: FIELD METHODS IN PSYCHOLOGY

Meetings:  Tuesday & Thursday, 3:00-4:30 p.m.     Psychology 310

Instructor:
Dr. James Wood


   
Psychology 203




Phone: 747-6570   E-mail: jawood@utep.edu


Web Page: http://utminers.utep.edu/jawood

   
Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays  8:00-10:00 a.m. or by appointment

Main text for class:

 Shadish, W. R., Cook, T. D., & Campbell, D. T. (2001). Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for Generalized Causal Inference. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

COURSE SCHEDULE (readings must be completed by the dates given)

AUGUST 24 & 26   INTRODUCTORY MEETINGS.



WHAT IS FIELD RESEARCH?



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?



(no readings due).

AUGUST 31: EXPERIMENTS AND INFERENCES ABOUT CAUSE

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell: Chapter 1 "Experiments and Generalized Causal Inference"

SEPTEMBER 7:  STATISTICAL CONCLUSION VALIDITY AND INTERNAL VALIDITY

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell: Chapter 2:  "Statistical Conclusion Validity and Internal Validity"

SEPTEMBER 14:  CONSTRUCT VALIDITY AND EXTERNAL VALIDITY

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell: Chapter 3:  "Construct Validity and External Validity"

SEPTEMBER 21: QUASI-EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH DESIGNS.  PART 1.

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 4: "Quasi-Experimental Designs That Lack a Control Group or Lack Pretest Observations on the Outcome." 

AND 

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 5: "Quasi-experimental Designs That Use Both Control Groups and Pretests"

SEPTEMBER 28: QUASI-EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH DESIGNS. PART 2

Guydish, J., Werdegar, D., Sorensen, J. L., Clark, W., & Acampora, A. (1998). Drug abuse day treatment: A randomized clinical trial comparing day and residential treatment programs.  Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 66, 280-289.

St. John, Warren (August 9, 2003).  Professors With a Past.  New York Times.
OCTOBER 5: RANDOMIZED EXPERIMENTS

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 8: "Randomized Experiments: Rationale, Designs, and Conditions Conducive to Doing Them"

AND

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 9: "Practical Problems 1: Ethics, Participant Recruitment, and Random Assignment"

OCTOBER 12:  PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF EXPERIMENTS AND QUASI-EXPERIMENTS

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 10: "Practical Problems 2: Treatment Implementation and Attrition"

OCTOBER 19: GENERALIZED CAUSAL INFERENCE: PART 1

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 11: "Generalized Causal Inference: A Grounded Theory"

AND

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 12: "Generalized Causal Inference: Methods for Single Studies"

OCTOBER 26: GENERALIZED CAUSAL INFERENCE: PART 2

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 13: "Generalized Causal Inference: Methods for Multiple Studies"

OCTOBER 28: CUMULATIVE MIDTERM EXAMINATION 

             (Examination will cover all readings and lectures in the course so far)

NOVEMBER 2: CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF SHADISH ET AL.

Shadish, Cook, & Campbell. Chapter 14: "A Critical Assessment of our Assumptions"

"Dirty Hands." in

Thorwald, J. (1957).  The Century of the Surgeon. New York: Pantheon Books.   223-243.

NOVEMBER 9:  GAINING ACCESS AND OTHER SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF FIELD

             RESEARCH.  THE ROLE OF COMMUNICATION AND PERSUASION.

Chapter 2, "Starting research and gaining access," in Burgess, R. G. (1984).  In the Field.   London: Allen & Unwin. 31-52.

"Pasteur.  Microbes are a menace." in

De Kruif, P. (1926/1965).  Microbe Hunters.  New York: Pocket Books, Inc. 53-99.

NOVEMBER 9:  10 TO 15 PAGE DESCRIPTION OF YOUR OWN PROPOSED FIELD STUDY IS DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  BRING A COPY FOR EACH OF YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS AND  TWO COPIES FOR THE INSTRUCTOR.

NOVEMBER 16:  MODERATORS AND MEDIATORS

Holmbeck, G. N. (1997). Toward terminological, conceptual, and statistical clarity in the study of mediators and moderators: Examples from the child-clinical and pediatric psychology literatures. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 65, 599-610.

"Invisible Assasins,"  "The Blind Gods," and "From Wollstein to Baltimore" in

Thorwald, J. (1957).  The Century of the Surgeon. New York: Pantheon Books.   244-301.

NOVEMBER 16:  AT BEGINNING OF CLASS,  WRITTEN REVIEWS ARE DUE OF THE TWO FIELD STUDY PROPOSALS YOU RECEIVED LAST WEEK.

NOVEMBER 23  INTERRATER AGREEMENT

Streiner, D. L. (1995). Learning how to differ: Agreement and reliability statistics in psychiatry.  Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, 40, 60-66.

Agresti, A., & Winner, L. (1997). Evaluating agreement and disagreement among movie reviewers. Chance, 10, 10-14.

Shrout, P. E., & Fleiss, J. L. (1979). Intraclass correlations: Uses in assessing rater reliability. Psychological Bulletin, 86, 420-428.

"Theobald Smith.  Ticks and Texas Fever." in



De Kruif, P. (1926/1965).  Microbe Hunters.  New York: Pocket Books, Inc. 221-237.

NOVEMBER 30   ISSUES IN CROSS-CULTURAL MEASUREMENT

Cuellar, I., Arnold, B., & Maldonado, R. (1995). Acculturation Rating Scale for Mexican Americans-II: A revision of the original ARSMA scale. Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences, 17, 275-304.
Arnold, B. R., & Matus, Y. E. (2000). Test translation and cultural equivalence methodologies for use with diverse populations. In I. Cuellar & F. A. Paniagua (Eds.), Handbook of Multicultural Mental Health (pp. 121-136).  San Diego, CA: Academic Press.

Okazaki, S., & Sue, S. (1995). Methodological issues in assessment research with ethic minorities. Psychological Assessment, 7, 367-375.

DECEMBER 30  A REVISED COPY OF YOUR PROPOSED STUDY MUST BE HANDED IN AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.

**************************************************************

GRADING:

Pop quizzes:  

There will be five pop quizzes during the semester.  You may miss or drop one of them.   Your four best scores on the pop quizzes will be averaged to compute your "pop quiz grade".  This grade will count toward 40% of your course grade.  There are no make-ups for pop quizes.


The purpose of pop quizzes is to ensure that you do the reading.  A typical pop quiz question will be fill-in-the-blank, and will be about (a) major or (b) highly memorable points from the readings.  I have listed study questions for each chapter of the Shadish et al. book on my website.  All quiz questions regarding  Shadish et al. will be taken directly from these study questions (though the midterm may include some questions regarding Shadish et al that are not taken from the study questions).
Pop quizzes often “recycle” questions that were used when this course was offered in earlier semesters.  You should not use earlier quizzes or tests from previous years to prepare for this course, because this would frustrate the whole purpose of the quizzes (to get you to do the readings).  Any use of quizzes or tests from prior years constitutes academic dishonesty and, more importantly, will reduce the amount that you learn from this course.

Cumulative Midterm Examination:  


A Cumulative Examination will be given on October 28, and will count toward 20% of your grade.  The Cumulative Examination will cover all readings and the lecture material up to the time of the examination.  There will be no Final for the class.


The Cumulative Examination will be very much like the quizzes, but it will be longer and include more questions taken from lecture.  Questions that appeared on the quizzes may "re-appear" on the midterm.


There is no make-up exam for the Cumulative Examination without prior arrangement.  If you must miss this examination,  please make arrangements BEFORE it is given.  If you miss it without making prior arrangements, you will receive a failing grade for the examination. Students who are more than 10 minutes late for the examination will be considered to have missed the exam, and will receive a failing grade.

Field Study Proposal and Reviews:


1. On November 9, at the beginning of class, you are asked to submit four copies of a 10 to 15 page proposal for a field study.   This proposal should consist of (a) a brief (5 pages maximum) literature review of the topic, and (b) a longer (5-10 pages maximum) description of the Methods for the experiment, including a very brief description of the planned analyses.  You should bring one copy of your study for every class member, and two copies for the instructor. The purpose of this exercise is to give you practice in constructing workable field studies.

2. You will be assigned to review two of the proposals submitted by your fellow-students on November 9.  One week later (November 16) at the beginning of class, you are asked to submit two written reviews (3-5 pages long) of these proposals.  You should bring two copies of each review (one for the student who wrote the proposal and one for the instructor).  In each review, you should (a) identify shortcomings in the original proposals, (b) suggest practical ways of dealing with these shortcomings and (c) make other helpful suggestions.  The purpose of this exercise is to give you practice in (a) writing reviews, (b) identifying problems in research, and (c) coming up with good suggestions to help your colleagues.  Each review will count for 5% of your course grade (10% in all). 


You may be asked to read both your field study proposal and your reviews to the class.  In this way, other students can benefit from your thoughts, and you will gain practice presenting research material to an audience of colleagues.


3. After you have received reviews from your fellow students, you will need to revise your proposal (with the same page limits) and submit it at the beginning of class on the second-to-last meeting of class (November 30).  Your proposal (the first draft and the finished draft) together will count for 30% of your course grade.  One factor in assigning your grade will be the degree to which you intelligently incorporated the suggestions from the reviews when you re-wrote the finished draft of your proposal.


More details about the field study proposals and the reviews will be provided by the instructor later in the semester.

