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Reading as a Social Activity! 
Have you ever considered that whenever you read, you are engaging in a social activity?
Most people think of reading as a very private thing, something one does in a closet, or alone in a room with quiet music playing, or in a silent library.  Yet even then, reading is always a very social activity. 
Your goal should be to make your reading a greater part of your social life. 
· First of all, written text usually doesn’t just fall from the sky, any more than your favorite music does. 
Just like music, writing is always written by someone.  Just as it is incomplete to think about your favorite music without thinking about the writer, singer, artist, rapper or performer who made your music real, it is wrong to read without being aware of the human writer(s) or author(s) who worked and sweated to produce that text and make it real.
Whenever reading, always ask yourself these questions: Who were the author(s)?  Where, when and why did they write what you are reading? Who was their intended audience? Was it you, or not? What knowledge, authority or power did they have? What were they trying to convince their readers to learn, believe or do? Do you agree or disagree with them, and with what they wrote? Why?  How could they have written this text differently? 

· Secondly, reading (particularly, difficult reading) is like true love: It is always better when shared with someone else. 

Yes, one can read by oneself (that is, try to interact socially with the author alone), but like everything else in life, reading and learning almost always come out better when done collectively. This is why there are such things as book clubs, discussion forums, readers’ blogs and study groups.
The problem:
Unfortunately, many beginning university students are not used to discussing reading or serious ideas with “strangers,” or even with their own family or friends!  Some may have grown up in an intellectually impoverished environment. Others may have suffered through an upbringing where expressing the tiniest disagreement at home would risk a screaming, cursing, chair-throwing fight!  Others were forced to have fake “class discussions” and hate the very idea. And for some, the idea of discussing after reading may seem like a waste of precious time, or might never have popped into their heads. 

However, sharing and discussing a reading assignment with another knowledgeable reader is the single best way to get interested in and to understand a difficult text or chapter.
Your assignment (to be graded as a quiz):
1. Select a difficult chapter or other reading that you are currently assigned for this class (or, if this is a linked course, a reading assigned in the course linked to this one).  Find a classmate who is assigned that same reading, someone else who has read that same text, or someone who is knowledgeable or interested in the subject.  
2. Find someplace relaxed and relatively quiet. Meet together, discuss, carefully dissect and analyze the book, chapter or text together for at least 20 minutes, slowly going over it page by page together, comparing ideas, interpretations, questions and disagreements. 

3. After you are done, write a two or three paragraph report on your discussion. BE VERY SPECIFIC! State with whom you discussed, times and date of your discussion, and where it took place. Mention the specific text you discussed (title, author, page numbers, and the subject or thesis of that part of the text), and specific ideas, questions and themes that were raised or settled in your discussion. Mention several points that you learned from this discussion. 
