PREWRITING WORKSHEET #1 ON ARGUMENTATION: 

Tasks at hand
Name:____________________________________________________

1. My chosen subject is: __________________________________.

2. My standpoint/thesis on this subject is:_________________ __________________________________________________.
3. My practical goal on this (the change I would like to accomplish) is: __________________________________________________

4. My specific intended audience for this argumentation, people who have the power to actually make this happen, are: ____________________________________________________.
(Note: Do not answer “Everyone who reads this,”.” “Anyone who is interested in this subject,” or similar empty answers. Instead, be very specific!)
             1. Audience analysis:  (Circle one) 

 1a. I know that my intended audience and I are similar enough in beliefs, attitudes, emotions, lifestyle and mental functioning that by mentally “placing myself in their shoes” I can easily predict what their knowledge, feelings, opinions and premises might already be on the question at hand, and how I can successfully reason with them; 

Or,

1b. I know my audience is not like me, or is even imaginary, but I can at least assume that they will listen to me and are sufficiently intelligent and rational for me to predict their probable attitudes and opinions on the issue. So, I can reason with them; 

Or,  

1c. I have to assume that my audience is radically different from me. Either they are irrational, “invincibly ignorant,” hate or scorn me, are very heavily committed to and invested in their false beliefs, or are otherwise impossible to reason with on this issue. 
Or,
1d. My audience is completely unknown to me, so no argumentation is possible. 

2.Stasis analysis:  What does my audience think about the issue? (Circle one) 

2a. My intended audience knows little or nothing about the question that I am addressing, so they have not yet come to any firm opinion about it.  Thus, my main task is to inform and educate them with facts and evidence; 

Or,

2b. My audience is already well informed and would probably agree with my standpoint if they cared about it, but they do not yet care enough about the issue to form any firm opinions about it, whether true or false. In this case my main task is to agitate and excite them into becoming interested in the issue;
Or,
2c. I know that my audience has already either come to certain “false” conclusions about me or about the question at hand, or they hold to certain false premises that will surely lead them to false conclusions. Thus.my main tasks are, if at all possible, (1. To carefully and respectfully invalidate (refute) the existing false premises that lead to their “wrong” conclusions; and (2. To logically reason with them, proving why my standpoint is better for them than their present “false” conclusions are.
Conclusion:  Based on the above, what argumentation tasks do I need to accomplish in order to successfully convince my audience?  To inform?  Excite?  Refute?  Reason with them?   __________________________________________________________________________   
Optional thought questions:  Based on all of the above, in my argumentation can I rely mainly on facts, evidence, reason and logic (logos) to persuade?  Can I also rely on my reputation (ethos)? If so, what credibility, if any, do I have with that particular audience?  What do I have in common with them?  Will they even pay attention to me at all? Or can I borrow someone else’s credibility? Whose?  How? Should I try to appeal to my audience’s emotions (pathos)?  Do they even care?  What combination of the above tactics is best in order to successfully convince my audience?                                                   O.W. 10/13                  
