PREWRITING WORKSHEET #2 ON ARGUMENTATION: 

Focus and Commitment
Name:____________________________________________________

1. My chosen subject is: __________________________________.

2. My standpoint/thesis on this subject is:_________________ __________________________________________________.
        A:     Focus: 

1. What specific law, policy, contract, custom, attitude, situation or belief are you and your side trying to change?

2. Why is this goal important?  
3. What conditions in the world would have to change to allow you to fully succeed?
B. Commitment:  

1. How much do you, personally, care about achieving this goal? 
2. How have you been hurt by the way things are now, and how much? 
3. Are you really willing to take personal responsibility for the way things are, for changing society?  Or, do you expect someone else (The President, the police, candidates, parties, or "the people") to change things for the better while you sit back and cheer?  
4. Do you really want to change society, or are you just doing this as an assignment? 
6. If you do care, how much is this goal really worth sacrificing for? How much would you, personally be willing to give up to achieve this goal? 
7. Do you realistically expect your side to win within your lifetime?  If so, how long do you think it will take? If not, why are you bothering to argue about it?
8. Whose financial, moral, cultural, professional, religious or personal interests would lose if you and your side wins?  Is there anyone, anywhere, who would be offended or who would lose money, power, job, profits, dominance, influence, luxuries, reputation, business, health, safety, environmental quality or happiness if your side succeeds?  If the answer is "yes," who are they?  (Be very specific—do not just write “my opponents.”)
9. Could a solution be easily and simply achieved with better enforcement of existing laws, programs and regulations?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 
10. Can your issue be settled democratically within in a reasonable length of time by changing pubic opinion, by public vote or referendum, or by voting a certain party or certain candidates in or out?  If so, explain.  If not, why not?

11. Who are your primary or strongest ready-made allies at this moment, those groups, agencies and people who are currently active in favor of your viewpoint or who agree with you on the issue? Are you or should you become a member of one of these groups? Why or why not?
12. What people and organizations are being hurt the most by the way things are now? What groups, leaders and people would materially benefit the most by your proposals? (These might be logical target-audiences for your strongest persuasive efforts.)
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