Questions Regarding Chapter 15, "Developing Measures of Typical Performance"
of Measurement Theory in Action by Shultz & Whitney (2005)
Instructor: Dr. James Wood

p. 254
When Schuman and Presser (1996) used a constructed-response survey to ask "What is the most important thing for children to prepare them for life?" what percentage of respondents chose the response option "To think for themselves?"  When the same question was asked using a free-response format, what percent of respondents provided this response?  What important less does this illustrate for test developers and researchers?  Why might the results from the constructed-response format be more accurate than the results from the free-response format?  Conversely, why might the results from the free-response format be more accurate than the results from the constructed-response format?

p. 256

Name two benefits of using free-response items (rather than constructed-response items) to assess respondents' attitudes.  Explain how this might apply to the study in which respondents to a constructed-response item indicated that it was important for children to "think for themselves."
p. 257
Name two drawbacks of using free-response items (rather than constructed-response items) to assess respondents' attitudes.  

pp. 257-259
Comment on each of the following questions.  Do more than give a "yes-no" answer.  Instead, bring relevant knowledge to bear.:

1. Does the ordering of items influence responses?

2. Should items include a "don't know" response option?  Will the inclusion of such an option increase or decrease correlations of the scale with other variables?
3. What is acquiescence?  Does it present a small or a large problem for measurement of attitudes on surveys?  

4.  If you were polling people about their attitudes toward abortion and wanted to slant their answers AGAINST abortion, how might you phrase the question to take advantage of acquiescence?  If you wanted to slant their answers IN FAVOR  of abortion, how might you phrase the question to take advantage of acquiescence?
p. 259

Shultz and Whitney recommend that response options be logically ordered and mutually exclusive.  Write a test question with four response options for which the response options are NOT mutually exclusive.

p. 259

Why do Shultz and Whitney recommend that test items assess choices that a respondent would make today, rather than choices that they plan to make in the future?

p. 260

What do Shultz and Whitney recommend to guard against adquiescence?

p. 261

What is a "double-barreled item"  Give an example of such an item.   Then re-write the item as two items so that it is no longer double-barreled.   Explain why a double-barreled item is undesirable.

p. 262

What is the problem with including "not" in an item?  Why might you be tempted to include "not" in an item?

p. 260

Give an example of an item that includes a false premise (other than the one about dogs in the text).

p. 260 When might it be appropriate to ask a leading or loaded question?  Write an example of such a question, where the use of leading words might be appropriate?

pp. 260-261
Explain the difference between a rational method of test development and an empirical method.  Discuss the advantages and drawbacks of each method in respect to (a) internal reliability and (b) predictive validity.

 p. 261

What statistical procedures are typically performed in pilot testing a rationally developed measure?  What items may be discarded following these procedures?

p. 261

What is the first step in pilot testing an empirically derived measure?  What items may be discarded following this step?


p. 267
Which of the ten items in Exercise 15.1 are in need of improvement?  Rewrite them to eliminate their problems.
