Google, But Google Well

The internet is a wonderful source of information, but it’s also a source of misinformation and just plain junk!  Whether you prefer Google, Yahoo, or another search engine, you can improve your chances of finding reliable and useful information.

Bring up the Internet and go to this site: www.searchenginewatch.com
If you wish to improve your searching skills and keep up with developments in internet searching, this site offers lots of information and online tutorials.

Go to the site http://lii.org, Librarians’ Index to the Internet, Web Sites You Can Trust. This is a good place to start your online research.

The WIKIPEDIA is a popular online encyclopedia, but it should never be used as a source for an academic paper. Anyone can put anything in the Wikipedia, so the information ranges from very good to completely wrong. For a quick definition and basic information, try some sites listed under lii.org or check your library’s resources.

Go to the Google homepage at www.google.com
Type in the search term: VJ day

How many hits do you get? _____________

Modify the search by putting quotation marks around the phrase: “VJ day”







How many hits are left? ________________

Click on “Advanced search”. Type VJ day in the “exact phrase” box and type victory celebration in the “all these words” box.

Limit your search to:



Language = English


Domain = Don’t include results from .com sites [type .com in the box]

Press the search key. How many hits do you still have? _______________

Go back to the Advanced search and change Domain to Only = .gov

How many hits are there now? _____________ 
Select a site that looks interesting. Note the URL of the site you have chosen.

____________________________________________

Find a page on the site that says “About us” or something similar.  What type of web site is this? university, research center, government agency, other ____________________

Note: If a web site does not have an “About us” page, you should be careful about relying on the information it provides. If there is no “About us” page, try to determine from the heading, URL, or contact information who the author of the site is. Note the extension: is it .com, .gov, .org, .edu? Read the “About us” page: you may find that the person who put it up is an elementary school student or a radical with an axe to grind. You should always determine where the information comes from and what authority it has behind it.

If you include information from a web site or online database in your paper, you must cite it just like any other source.  This is the pattern you should follow. The date before the URL is the date you viewed the information.

Author if given. “Title of Page.” Place of organization: Publishing organization, date site was last updated. Viewed 23 Sept. 2006. <http://www.fao.org/ag/AGL/aglw/watermanagement/default.stm>

Write a citation for the web site you have chosen.
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