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Hints: Avoiding errors on a response.

1. A response is not a summary. Do not repeat or describe what the author wrote. 

2. Unless you are assigned to do so, do not discuss how beautifully or how poorly written the text itself was. A response does not examine the style or structure of a text itself. That is an analysis. 
3. A response is not about YOU, it is about the text. Write authoritatively, give your opinion and strongly support it, but avoid “I” or “me” in your response.

4. Nobody wants to hear whether you liked the text or not. Who cares? This is a childish approach to a response. 

5. Nobody wants to know what you learned from the text, or how interesting, educational or surprising or boring the text was to you. Who cares?
6. Usually, do not fixate on the article or report itself! What readers want to know is whether they should agree or disagree with the ideas, actions, events or conclusions that the article describes or suggests. For instance, if you are responding to a text about a war, your response should be about the war itself and the author’s comments on it, agreeing or disagreeing with the actions each side took in the war, and explaining why. Usually, do not discuss how true or false, how fascinating or shocking, how important or emotionally moving the report itself was.  
7. Don’t ever use coward words like, “personally,” or “in my opinion.” For example, don’t write “I agree (or, disagree) with Pres. Obama that we should attack Libya.”  Instead, write “President Obama is right (or, wrong) to attack Libya.” And then tell why, without using “me” or “I.” 
8. Never destroy the value of your response by writing things like “I’m not sure, but…” or “I don’t know much about this, but…”  If you write like that, you are telling your readers, in effect, “this is all B.S., so don’t believe a word of it.” 
9. If you don’t care one way or another, or have no strong opinions on the subject, make up a strong opinion for the sake of argument.  But never be fanatical in your response unless, of course, the subject demands it.  Sure, be fanatical against murder, racism, slavery, etc., but not about, say, traffic cameras, eating in the classroom, or the election of 1888. 

10. Support your opinions with facts, quotes, evidence and arguments. Do not simply say, “The police were right to arrest those people;” instead, convince your readers WHY the police were right to arrest them, and why those people could not be simply let go with a warning. 

11. Carefully focus on the text itself; do not give general comments on what you believe in general. Who cares? 
12. In college, always strictly avoid kiss-up “good boy” / “good girl” answers that you may imagine teachers or “adults” want you to answer. Respond for yourself!  Our leaders, police or professors are not always right, and neither are the laws or the rules. Questioning, talking back, disobeying, demonstrating or even rebelling are not always wrong. In fact, that’s sometimes precisely what it means to grow up, and it’s what professors want from you in your response!                                                                                             
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