Website Assignment Option 2: Developing an E-Portfolio  

The internet is a rapidly expanding venue for communication and interaction.  As a result, it is important not only to know how to navigate the web but also how to create content for it.  You'll create an advocacy website in 1312, and other instructors may have you create additional e-portfolios while you are at UTEP. Therefore, this is a good time to learn how to create a professional website for yourself. 

 

Your instructor may ask you to develop a website to display your work in 1311. The first step is to create a homepage (See Website Assignment Option 1) that provides links to your completed projects. Once you have determined how to organize it, you can begin uploading your work as it is completed.  

  

Purpose:  This assignment is meant to familiarize you with creating content for the web in a professional manner. It will also allow you to keep a digital record of the work you have completed in the course. Your instructor may have you submit your work by using your eportfolio. 
Audience: Your primary audience will be your scholarly peers, but you will also want to remember that when you create content for the web, that content is public and may be seen by anyone.

  

Content/Subject: To begin crafting your eportfolio you will probably need to storyboard the content of each section. (This process will be explained, and samples will be provided.) Make sure to consider purpose and audience.  

 

Constraints:  The design and content of your homepage will be limited by the genre’s conventions.  You will need to consider issues of web design and the conventions followed by web designers.  You will also need to consider that this is an academic assignment, and the content that you include should be appropriate to that purpose and will need to be effectively presented.

 

Specific guidelines for this assignment are:

  

· Use subject-appropriate visuals to interest your audience.

· Create an area to eventually link to your other courses.

· Include a 200 word biographical description of yourself.

· Provide a copyright and fair use statement.

· Correct and appropriate grammar, punctuation, and language usage.

· Ensure that all links and media function. 

Suggestions:  Be sure to follow your instructor’s guidelines for creating your eportfolio. However, there are a variety of online tools you can use to create it. Your instructor may choose to have you create a wiki, a blog, or a website using iWeb or another free software program. 
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Homepage
 
 
 
 
20 pts.
	 
Detailed and specific; professionally presented. 
	 
Some details, is somewhat specific; professionally presented.
	 
Consists of undeveloped details and is not specific; somewhat professionally presented.
	 
Sparse; almost no details or specific information appears; Minimal professional presentation. 
	 
No biographical description; Not professionally presented. 

	 
Presentation of 1311 assignments
 
 
 
 

20 pts.
	 
All assignments are included.
	 
One assignment is missing.
	 
Two assignments are missing.
	 
Three or more assignments are missing.
	 
No assignments are included.

	 
Layout 

 
  
20 pts.
	Website has an exceptionally attractive and usable layout. It is easy to locate all important elements. White space, graphic elements, and/or alignment are used effectively to organize material. 

	 
Website has an attractive and usable layout. It is easy to locate all important elements. 
	 
Website has a usable layout, but it may appear busy or boring. It is easy to locate most of the important elements. 
	 
Website is cluttered or confusing. It is often difficult to locate important elements.
	 
Website has no usable or coherent layout. 

	 
Writing Fluency
 
 
 
 
 
20 pts.
	 
Demonstrates skillful writing fluency.
	 
Demonstrates reasonable writing fluency. 
	 
Demonstrates minimal writing fluency.
	 
Writing fluency is lacking. 
	 
No writing fluency—unreadable.

	Navigation

20 pts. 
	Navigation is clearly labeled, consistently placed, allows the reader to move easily from a page to related pages and take the reader where s/he expects to go.  A user does not become lost. 
	Navigation is clearly labeled, allows the reader to move easily from a page to related pages, and internal links take the reader where s/he expects to go. A user rarely becomes lost. 
	Navigation takes the reader where s/he expects to go, but some links seem to be missing. A user sometimes gets lost. 
	Navigation does not take the reader to the sites described. A user typically feels lost. 
	Navigation is not functional and webpage difficult to maneuver around. 


Rubrics are subject to minor revisions. Students will be notified of changes.
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MHG Reading References





Chapter 17: Choosing a Medium, Genre, and Technology for Your Communication


This chapter provides strategies for selecting a medium and genre for publishing your work, some background on design, and information on several technologies including blogs and wikis. See especially “Technologies for Constructing Web Pages” on page 504.





Chapter 18: Communicating with Design and Visuals


This chapter gives great information on document design and other important considerations for web pages including proximity, contrast, alignment, color, and so on. This information will also be important for other assignments where you are asked to include a graphic. 











