UNIV 1301 Spring, 2011 SYLLABUS 
· Course Information

· Course name & section CRN: University Seminar, CRN 23117
· Class meeting time: 8:30 am – 9:20 am
· Class meeting place: EDUC 309
· Percentage online (if applicable) 49% or less
· Contact Information (please note best/preferred contact method)

· Name & title: Owen Williamson, MA, Lecturer
· Office number/building: 209 Education
· Office hours: To be announced
· Office phone number: 915-747-7625
· Email address: omwilliamson@utep.edu
· All above contact information for your Peer Leader: To be announced.
· All above contact information for your Librarian: Juan Sandoval, 915-747-6713, LIB 212, jasandoval@utep.edu.
· All above contact information for the Advisor assigned to your class, if applicable: Esteban Terrazas, 915-747-8021, AAC, eterrazas@utep.edu 
· Class online addresses: 

Website: http://utminers.utep.edu/omwilliamson/univ1301
Class Wiki: http://wiki.utep.edu/display/UNIV/Home
· Space to include contact information for fellow classmate(s)

Name, phone and e-mail of two classmates: 

1. ___________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________ 

· Course Description: Seminar in Critical Inquiry

University 1301 is a 3-credit hour course created to help you make a successful start at UTEP. This course will strengthen your academic skills and will help with your transition to university life by offering you a “taste” of what it is to be a university student. 

You will receive considerable support in the course. Your section will be taught by an instructional team consisting of an instructor, student peer leader, and university librarian. In addition, you will wok closely with others, forming friendships with classmates. The goals, instructional team and class size all combine to make University 1301 a course designed for your college success. 

· Learning objectives (what students will know or be able to do at the end of the semester): 

· What content knowledge students will gain from your course 

· What skills students will gain from your course.

Goal 1. Students will begin to understand their roles, opportunities and responsibilities that impact their success within the context of the University. 
         Objective 1.1.  Students will explore one or more academic topics to become familiar with specific academic disciplines.  The academic topic of this course is “Progymnasmata: The Ancient Secrets of Effective Persuasion.” 
        Objective 1.2.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the rules of academic integrity and will practice acceptable academic behavior.
         Objective 1.3  Students will become familiar with current UTEP academic policies and requirements in order to remain in good academic standing and graduate in a timely manner. To fulfill this objective, you will read and study the Borders: Crossing into Your Future textbook, and the UTEP Undergraduate Catalog.
         Objective 1.4. Students will participate in appropriate advising procedures to develop a plan of study. You will be encouraged to take control of your own education by obtaining your required program of studies for your current, prospective or desired major.  This information will be used throughout the semester. 

        Objective 1.5. Students  will examine personal and social transition issues affecting college success. You will be assigned to use the Borders text to facilitate this process. You will also have assignments that offer the opportunity to encounter people, ideas, images, cultures and lifestyles, on campus and off, that may be radically different from those you might have encountered previously in your everyday life. 

Goal 2. Students will learn about and practice essential academic skills in order to strengthen performance in the University setting.
         Objective 2.1 Students will demonstrate an improved level of skill in critical thinking and problem-solving.  You will be asked for verbal and written critical responses and you will be introduced to new and challenging concepts and problems. You will have ample opportunities to learn and practice tried-and-proven rhetorical techniques, along with other intellectual and cultural experiences related to the theme of the course.

         Objective 2.2. Students will demonstrate an improved level of skill in oral, written and electronic communication. For this course, you will be required to use your personal UTEP Wiki account. You must read all your course-related e-mail and text messages, as you will be responsible for their content, as well as for checking the course  website <http://utminers.utep.edu/omwilliamson/www.univ1301.edui> on which you can find all class assignments along with a wide variety of resources and links related to the theme of the course. You will be able to communicate with the Instructor, with your Peer Leader and with your classmates on Facebook or by e-mail. Groups of students will present reports to the class using posters, Internet websites and / or multimedia presentations. You will also make extensive use of other UTEP electronic resources, including the University radio station, KTEP, the MSpace system, and your personal utminers webspace. 
         Objective 2.3. Students will demonstrate an improved level of skill in library and electronic research. During this course you will receive an orientation to the University Library and the resources that it offers to you. The class will be visiting the Library and receiving an orientation on its hardcopy and electronic resources. For this course, you will have a assigned librarian as part of the instructional team, to whom you can turn for help at any time.

         Objective 2.4.  Students will demonstrate an improved level of skill in discussion in both small and large groups. You will practice public speaking with two declamations during the semester in class. 
         Objective 2.5. Students will demonstrate an improved level of still in academic survival and success strategies (e.g., active learning skills, note-taking, reading, test taking, time management, etc. For this purpose you will be required to keep a Wiki in which you will complete a series of preliminary exercises in rhetoric (Progymnasmata) along with your own comments. During the course, strategies for note-taking and annotation, time management and rhetorically-informed approaches to reading and composition will be directly addressed, through intensive use of the Borders textbook and reference to rhetorical theory and practice as appropriate.  Special attention will be devoted to time management and to note-taking (e.g., the KTEP listener reports). 
Goal 3. To help students build a network of faculty, staff and peers in order to create a supportive and positive learning experience / environment.
         Objective 3.1. Students will meet at least twice with the instructional team to discuss academic progress and transition to UTEP and to explore options for improvement.  Your attendance at these conferences is mandatory and required in order to pass the course. 

         Objective 3.2. Students will meet at least once other appropriate staff and instructors, such as their academic advisor, their other professors and / or teaching assistants, and the librarian assigned to their UNIV 1301 section.  These meetings will be scheduled as an integral part of the class calendar during the semester. Attendance is mandatory in order to pass the course. 

         Objective 3.3 Students will participate in group activities and learn more about group roles and facilitation skills. Each member of the class will participate in a major collective research project and in a written and oral presentation of the results.

         Objective 3.4. Students will become familiar with the University’s student organizations.  You will be required to join and participate in at least one campus student organization that is of interest to you, and report to the class on the group’s activities, requirements, membership and other characteristics. 

Goal 4. Students will begin to assess and better understand their own interests, abilities, and values in order to more efficiently pursue their academic, career and life goals. 
         Objective 4.1.  Students will engage in at least one goal-setting activity or exercise. This activity will be scheduled on the class calendar as indicated below. 

         Objective 4.2. Students will participate in at least one activity or exercise to assess learning styles and relate them to college tasks. This will be as indicated on the calendar below. 
         Objective 4.3. Students  will participate in at least one assessment activity or exercise that examines the student’s interests, abilities, and values.  This will be as indicated on the calendar below. 

         Objective 4.4 Students will participate in at least one activity or exercise to become familiar with the steps required to prepare for a career.  There will be a UTEP advisor assigned to this course, who will be asked to speak to the class at least twice during the semester on career-related themes. There will also be ongoing discussion on career-related themes during the semester. 
Goal 5. Students will become involved in UTEP activities and utilize campus resources.
         Objective 5.1. Students will attend / participate in social, cultural and intellectual events at UTEP. Students will be required to turn in two reports on campus events during the semester. 
         Objective 5.2.  Students will become aware of and use selected academic and student support resources, especially the Tutoring and Learning Center, Counseling Center, Career Services, Academic Advising, Student Development, Health Center, and on-campus computer labs.  You will have the opportunity to meet personnel from these departments, and there will be in-class discussion of how to make best use of the diverse resources that you pay for in your UTEP tuition and fees. 

        Objective 5.3. Students will demonstrate regular use of University information dissemination systems, such as e-mail, bulletin broadcasts, and websites.  The class will make extensive use of University websites and web spaces, and course instructions and updates will be provided via e-mail.  Regular activities will involve University broadcasts, bulletins and information systems. 
· Teaching Philosophy: University 1301 is a 3-credit hour course created to help you make a successful start at UTEP. This course will strengthen your academic skills and will help with your transition to university life by offering you a “taste” of what it is to be a university student. You will receive considerable support in the course. Your section will be taught by an instructional team consisting of an instructor, student peer leader, and university librarian. In addition, you will wok closely with others, forming friendships with classmates. The goals, instructional team and class size all combine to make University 1301 a course designed for your college success. 
· METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: Seminar (web enhanced). A variety of instructional techniques may be used. These may include but are not limited to: lecture, multimedia, cooperative/collaborative learning, labs and demonstrations, projects and presentations, speeches, declamations, conferencing, performances, and out of classroom learning experiences. Methodology will be selected to best fit class needs. You are responsible for taking notes during each class (including lectures and discussions, films and other activities). You will be expected to dedicate about 3 hours outside of class for every hour in class (that is, about nine hours a week outside class). This includes no more than 75 pages of reading a week, plus a written Progymnasma assignment, KTEP listener report, and other writing and research tasks, online assignments and activities.  If you ever find that you regularly need to spend more than nine hours a week outside of class on this course, please advise your Instructor immediately. 

· Materials

· Required readings/texts

1. Borders (Current edition)

2. Progymnasmata, by George Alexander Kennedy. SBL (2003).   ISBN-10: 158983061X    ISBN-13: 978-1589830615. This book is available online to UTEP students through the UTEP library. 
· Suggested readings: None
· You must maintain a working cell phone number capable of receiving text messages, or another working telephone number. You must advise instructor immediately of any changes in phone number and / or cell phone provider. 
· Email account & other instructional technologies: This course will use e-mail. For normal communication or questions, please write to omwilliamson@utep.edu 
· Grading Method & Scale:  Ongoing student progress in this course is evaluated based on class participation, out-of-class assignments, in-class quizzes, and in- and out-of-class written responses. Letter or number grades may not be provided for all assigned daily work.  Each student will participate in a final collective research project and report on a selected theme. There will also be a comprehensive final exam covering the goals, vocabulary and subject competencies of the class. 

· Grades on major graded assignments will be A, (90-100%), B (80-89%), C (70-79%), D (60-69%) and F (59 or less).  The Instructor reserves the right to grade any assignment except the collective Project and Final Exam on a pass/rewrite/fail (A, Rewrite, or F) scale. If this is ever done, it will be applied to the whole class. 

In order to pass, students must complete all required major elements of the course as listed below. Any student failing to submit a completed Wiki with the assigned Progymnasmata, two Campus Event Reports, a Student Organization Report, and a collective Research Project (including presentation) or failing to sit for the Final Exam will receive a grade of "F" for the course. Any student who will not be able to attend the Final Exam at the scheduled date and time may request to take the exam early.

Grades will be based on the following components:

· Wiki (Progymnasmata): 20%

· Public Speaking Activities (2): 5% each

· Campus Event Reports (2) 5% each

· Report on a Student Organization 10% 

· Weekly KTEP Listener Reports 10%

· Final Collective Research Report: 20% (Written Report 15%, Presentation 5%)

· UNIV 1301 Survey.  5% 

· Participation: 5% 

· Final Exam: 10%

          Total: 100%   

  To earn a passing grade (“A,” “B,” or “C”) students must have completed all major assignments, paragraphs, and essays and achieved an average of 70% (70 points) or better for the course. 

· Not all daily practice assignments will be graded for points
· Course Requirements (include a brief description of each)

· Participation: Students are expected to participate in class. Sleeping or appearing to sleep in class, refusing to respond to the Instructor, unauthorized texting or other use of personal electronic devices in class, or acts that show a clear attitude of contempt toward the class, the Instructor, classmates or visitors will be penalized by points off the student’s participation grade. This should be extremely rare. 
· Homework: All homework is due at the beginning of class on the due-date. Any work posted or turned in after the beginning of class will be counted as late, and subject to late penalties. 
· Other daily responsibilities: All students are required to check their UTEP e-mail account daily for messages from the instructor. 
· Projects: Each student will participate in a final collective research project, including a group class presentation. 
· Tests/exams: The only formal test in this course is the Final Exam. 
· Papers or other writing assignments: Major written assignments in this class include those listed above under “grading.” All written assignments done outside of the classroom must be completed and submitted by computer. Handwritten or printed assignments will not be accepted. 
· Oral reports: Oral reports in this class will include: 1. Two in-class public speaking activities related to your Wiki; and 2. The final collective presentation. 
· Group assignments: See “Projects” above. 
· Other: Each student will be required to turn a weekly two-paragraph listener’s report on his or her choice of certain spoken-word programming on the University’s FM radio station, KTEP. If the student does not have access to an FM radio receiver, KTEP programming is available on line at http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/ktep/ppr/index.shtml.

· Required Policy Information 

· Attendance / Lateness Policy: In this course you are required to attend all classes, except in the case of university-sponsored activities or other excused absences. Other excused absences (proof may be required) are:

· Medical – a contagious illness or other diagnosed debilitating condition is affecting the student’s ability to attend class; 

· Family Medical – the student is responsible for the care of a sick, injured or disabled person and the provision of that care affects the student’s ability to attend class; 

· Death of Family Member – the death of a person who is considered to be a member of the student‘s family or who is otherwise considered to have a sufficiently close relationship to the student that the person’s death is considered to be a showing of good cause for temporary absence; 

· Military Duty – active duty service as a member of the Texas National Guard or the armed forces of the United States is considered to be a showing of good cause for temporary absence;  

· Work Schedule – the temporary change of the student’s work schedule that is beyond the control of the student, and that affects the student’s ability to attend class.

· Other Emergencies, here defined as an immediate threat to life and property, or unexpected events that interrupt public access to the university.

· If you miss a class for any reason, excused or unexcused, you are still responsible for getting with someone else in the class, finding out  what you missed, and turning in a résumé of the class that you missed. 

· Attendance will be taken at every class, by means of a sign-in sheet. It is your responsibility to sign in. If you do not sign in, you are counted as absent. For example, the fact that your car didn’t start in the morning is no excuse for missing class. Every student needs to have some other backup arrangement ready to get to campus on time in case regular transportation plans fail or are not available. 

· You are required to make non-emergency medical and dental appointments, or interviews, outside of class time. 

· If you miss class for any reason, excused or unexcused, you are still responsible for learning the material covered and turning in all work.  You will be held accountable for all the material covered in every class, through either attendance or through make up work, not just on tests. If you do not make up missed work, you may lose all credit for that work, plus extra penalties for refusing to participate. 

· Withdrawal: Simply not attending classes does not constitute official withdrawal, so please see your advisor in order do so. If you simply stop attending this course, you will be counted as absent and will receive grades based on work completed up to your last attendance as well as missing class requirements assigned during your absence. In cases of extreme absenteeism (here defined as the total equivalent of two weeks worth of absences any time in the semester, for any reason including excused absences), you may possibly be dropped at the Instructor's option without notice, with a grade of “W" if the infractions occur prior to April 2. However, if the last infraction happens on or after April 2 or if the majority of your absences are unexcused, you will automatically fail the course.
· Tardiness and the "Ten Minute Rule"
If the instructor is more than ten minutes late for class without notice or advance arrangement, you may leave without being counted absent. If you arrive more than ten minutes late for class (or leave class early before being dismissed), you will be counted absent. 
· Policy for late work: Assignments submitted after class begins on the due date will be penalized one letter grade for every day late. 

( Students who fail to submit assignments on time do not receive feedback on performance. Therefore, it is important to submit work before deadlines for full credit and proper feedback. To earn a passing grade (“A,” “B,” or “C”) students must have completed all major assignments, paragraphs, and essays, even if they are too late to get points. If a major assignment is over three calendar days late, the student faces failure for this assignment. However, in order to pass the class students must still complete all major assignments in good faith. "Better late than never."

· Policy for missed tests: The only formal “test” in this course is the Final  Exam. Students failing to sit for the Final Exam will receive a grade of "F" for the course. Any student who will not be able to attend the Final Exam at the scheduled date and time may take the exam early.

· Policy for extra credit: Extra credit is available for certain extra event reports related to the theme of this course, or for participation in certain other special events. Ask the instructor for details if interested. Extra credit may also be offered at the Instructor’s option for extraordinary work clearly beyond the level of the course. This latter type of extra credit is rare, and may not be requested. 
· Copyright Statement Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. Violation of US copyright law can result in civil damages up to $100.000 for each work copied.  Copying of textbooks is not “fair use” under the Copyright Act.  The “fair use doctrine” only permits non-commercial copying of part (in general, not more than 10%) of a copyrighted work. Do not bring a copied textbook to this class.  Your cooperation is expected.

· 1.3 Student Conduct: [From the Handbook of Operating Procedures: Student Affairs] 
Each student is responsible for notice of and compliance with the provisions of the Regents Rules and Regulations, which are available for inspection electronically at http://www.utsystem.edu/bor/rules/homepage.htm.
· 1.3.1 Scholastic Dishonesty: [From the Handbook of Operating Procedures: Student Affairs]

It is the official policy of the University that all suspected cases or acts of alleged scholastic dishonesty must be referred to the Dean of Students for investigation and appropriate disposition. It is contrary to University policy for a faculty member to assign a disciplinary grade such as an "F" or zero to an assignment, test, examination, or other course work as a sanction for admitted or suspected scholastic dishonesty in lieu of normally charging the student through the Dean of Students. Similarly, students are prohibited from proposing and/or entering into an arrangement with a faculty member to receive a grade of "F" or any reduced grade in lieu of being charged with scholastic dishonesty. Any student who commits an act of scholastic dishonesty is subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.

· 1.3.12 Plagiarism:  [From the Handbook of Operating Procedures: Student Affairs]

"Plagiarism" means the appropriation, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means another's work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one's own academic work offered for credit, or using work in a paper or assignment for which the student had received credit in another course without direct permission of all involved instructors. 

· Students with Disabilities Policy: If you have or suspect a disability and need an accommodation you should contact Disabled Student Services Office (DSSO) at 747-5148 or at dss@utep.edu or go to Room 106 Union East Building.

· Syllabus Change Policy: 

Except for changes that substantially affect the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.

· Course Content :
· Class meeting dates: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. In case of absence, or if class is ever cancelled due to circumstances beyond Instructor control, students are still expected to complete and submit all assignments shown on the Calendar if at all possible. 
· Spring break is March 14-18.

· Freshmen mid-term grades due to the Records Office Mar. 9 

· Mid-term grades e-mail to Freshmen via UTEP e-mail address Mar. 14 
· Cesar Chavez Day March 31
· Spring Study Day April 22
· Dead Day May 6 

· Final Exams May 9-13 
Calendar of weekly lesson-plans
· Week 1: Jan. 18-21, 2011. Weekly topic—Progymnasma 1: How to persuade others with a fable.
Classes begin Jan. 18. First Class Jan. 19. 
Introductions and presentation of course. Syllabus. Instructor's expectations. [Academic success strategies]
Intro to the Progymnasmata. Review textbook; readings assigned. General intro to the concept of rhetoric. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Choose topic for Progymnasmata. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Assignment: Read Borders Introduction. [Academic success strategies]
Assignment: Activate your UTEP Wiki space. [Academic success strategies]

Assignment: KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Course rules and regulations, instructor’s expectations. Syllabi. Welcome questionnaire. Introduction to the University and to the theme of the course. Students will become familiar with major UTEP academic policies and requirements. Discuss:  What is cheating?  Copyright and the concept of “plagiarism” in the American university community: your duty to acknowledge sources (something absolutely necessary in all university-level work).  How to better understand the importance of academic honesty The three grading systems and how to calculate your GPA. [Academic success strategies]

Intro to the Progymnasmata. Review textbooks; readings assigned.  Intro to the concept of rhetoric:  Slide Show. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
In-class discussion: Avoiding "the vanishing act" and responsible college membership. "University Seminar 1301 instructors’ main goal is to help students be successful. Thus, they will have certain expectations of their students. What are some of those expectations and how will those help you be successful?" (Borders xxii) [Academic success strategies]
Introduce campus computer Labs/ Centers.
Taking notes. 
Formation of work groups (2 or 3 persons).  (Student group activity/assignment)
Resource: College Isn't for Everyone, by Matt Price. In class activity: Response to Price (3 paragraphs). [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Homework:   Wednesday
1. Activate your Wiki

2. Read Kennedy

      *Introduction,

      *96 (example),

      *132-33 (ISARC arrangement),

      *133-5;

      *177-82. [Applies to theme / discipline]
3. Read Borders introduction: The art of attending college. [Academic success strategies]

Friday:

1. Read High-Risk Behaviors. Print out. Be ready to respond next class. [Academic success strategies]

2. Review "Rhetoric" slide show. [Applies to theme / discipline]
3. Form group; choose a subject for final Project--due next week! [Applies to theme / discipline]
4. Print out and learn "Three Big Rules" for college writing. [Academic success strategies]

5. Do Progymnasma 1 [Applies to theme / discipline] 
6. KTEP report. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 2: January 24-28, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 2: how to persuade others with a narrative or parable.

Being a college student, being an intellectual. The "K.I.S.S." principle of writing. [Academic success strategies]

Characteristics of Giftedness--which apply to you? [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Assign Group Report.  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Assign Campus Event Reports. View http://www.utepspecialevents.com/

How to do a ruthless rhetorical analysis.  Tools of learning: Annotation; reading aloud; listening; paraphrasing. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Read Borders Chapter 1: Getting to know your university. (pps 1-19.) [Academic success strategies]

Using http://www.mobilecampus.com, register your mobile phone for emergency and important messages. (Borders Activity 6.1) [Academic success strategies]

Assign Student Organization Report. [Academic success strategies]  Discuss why it is important to get involved in student activities, organizations and social activities (Homecoming, MinerPalooza, etc.) and why extracurricular activities will help me develop leadership skills. Student-organized activities (e.g., student organizations, clubs, events, etc.)  Discuss Student Development Center, and how to feel an increased sense of belonging to UTEP.
Antagonistic and non-antagonistic rhetoric. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Students will examine personal and social transition issues affecting college success that could include topics such as academic expectations, high-risk behaviors, and relationships and expectations. [Academic success strategies]

The “Three for One” deal: the expectation of three hours of study-time for every hour in the classroom. Why t is important that I prepare for my classes, and why, to get good grades at UTEP, I have to study harder than I did in high school. Attendance, excuses and absences.  Student physical and mental health. Morale, nutrition, sleep and university activities.  Avoiding inappropriate timesaving tools. 

In-class exercise: Do you have a transportation plan "B"? (Writing practice). [Academic success strategies]
Secrets of genius-level online research: academic vs. popular level sources. [Academic success strategies] [Library research]
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 96-7 (example); 136-39. [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Read Borders chapter 1, Getting to Know Your University.  pps. 1-15. [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. Briefly respond to "risky behaviors"  Discuss the two or three behaviors (listed or not) that are the most dangerous for your college career, and what you will do to avoid the risks involved. Address this by e-mail only to the Instructor--this is confidential and will not be discussed in class. [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. Borders Activity 1.2. Making sure you understand degree requirements for your major. This activity counts as quiz #1. Due next week (Provide a print-out). [Academic success strategies] [Degree planning/advising]
2. Do Progymnasma 2.  [Applies to theme / discipline]

3. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 3. Jan. 31- Feb. 4, 2011. Weekly topic—Progymnasma 3: how to persuade others with an old saying.
Read Borders Chapter 2: The Differences between High School and College. (pps. 20-45) [Academic success strategies]
Professionalization: Start becoming the pro that you want to be. [Academic success strategies]
Do Activity 1.3 on pages 17-18 of the Borders book. Bring to class on Friday. [Academic success strategies]
Turn in a copy of the degree plan for your desired major. This counts as quiz #1. (Keep the original!) [Academic success strategies] [Degree planning/advising]
If not already completed: Five part ISARC argument practice [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
In-class exercise: Do you have a transportation plan "B"? (Writing practice). [Academic success strategies]
Secrets of genius-level online research: academic vs. popular level sources. [Academic success strategies] [Library research]
The concept of “diglossa” and rhetoric. The everyday reality of the Spanish / English diglossa in our border region, and how this affects you as a student and a resident of El Paso. [Applies to theme / discipline]
The rhetorical concepts of levels of discourse and style.  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Discussion / exercise: Are you a genius? What (if anything) stops you from being called a genius? Identifying the barriers (subjective and objective) that may keep you from total success at UTEP.  As Alvin Toffler says: "if you don't have a strategy you end up being part of someone else's strategy." [Academic success strategies] Read handouts: High school vs. college. High school writing vs. college writing. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Do Borders activity 2.1. [Academic success strategies]
Introduce University Writing Center and Mathematics Resource Center for Students (MARCS).
Do Borders Activity 2.7, #3.Respond in class: Professors find it important to sow a love for learning in their students. Their own love for learning opens a door of communication with students. What are some ways in which you can relate to and communicate with your professors? How do you ask questions in class? [Academic success strategies]
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework: 
Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 97-99 (example), and 139-41.  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Wednesday: 1. Read Borders chapter 2: transition from high school to college. [Academic success strategies]
2. Do Borders activity 2.3. [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. Do Borders Activity 1.3 on page 17 and 18 of the Borders book. Bring to class on Friday. [Academic success strategies]
2. Do Progymnasma 3. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]

     3. KTEP report. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

Week 4. Feb. 7-11, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 4: how to persuade others with a proverb.

Monday: Out of classroom experience: A UNIV 1301 class visit to UTEP’s library for library orientation. [Library research]
The genius of rhetoric: Pathos, Ethos and Logos. More pillars of rhetoric: kairos, audience, style. delivery. TRVTH vs. rhetoric? .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Read Borders chapter 3: Preparing to learn.  (pps. 46-101) [Academic success strategies]
The genius of rhetoric: Pathos, Ethos and Logos. More pillars of rhetoric: kairos, audience. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Tone, style. delivery. Three levels of discourse and style. TRVTH vs. rhetoric? .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Questioning reality; questioning authority. Fighting "Tina."  [Critical thinking]
Read Borders, p. 34. [Academic success strategies]
Do Borders Activity 3.1:
1. Think about yourself as a learner and assess the learning style that seems most like you. Assess your own learning style by writing down how you think you learn. Summarize what you learn about yourself.

2. List all the classes you are taking this semester. Describe the learning style that is used most in each class. Does this fit with your learning style? Explain how you will learn in this class (if it is or is not your preferred learning style). [Academic success strategies]
Discuss athletic activities (e.g., intramural teams, volleyball or football games, swimming, etc.).  Introduce Swimming and Fitness Center/ Memorial Gym.

Discuss campus fairs/expos (e.g., Career Expo, Graduate School, Major Fair, etc.).
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1.Read Kennedy 99-101 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Read Borders Chapter 3: Preparing to Learn. [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. .Do Study Environment Analysis, at http://www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/studydis.html.  E-mail results to me, print out results and bring to next class. [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. .Do Progymnasma 4. [Applies to theme / discipline]

     2. KTEP report. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 5: Feb. 14-18, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 5: how to persuade others with refutation. 

Time management. More study hints and tips for College. How to manage being a highly educated adult. Tentative: guest speaker. [Academic success strategies]
*Turn in Study Environment Analysis from http://www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/studydis.html. [Academic success strategies]
Read Borders Chapter 4: Making the Grade.  (pps. 66-101) [Academic success strategies]
Writing: Tricks and tips for producing A-level written work in all your courses: Annotating.  [Academic success strategies]
Time Management Survey (distributed in class). Time management paradigms (distributed in class) [Academic success strategies]
Review: Three Big Rules for university-level writing. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
In-class assignment (tentative): Read and respond to http://www.counterpunch.org/garcia04212007.html, "Racism, Wealth and IQ: The Heart of Whiteness," By Manuel Garcia, Jr.  In your response, address questions like "Is genius (or intellectuality) a particularly white (or an Anglo, or Euro-American) concept?" "Is genius or education valued in your own culture, your own high school or workplace, your own neighborhood, and your own home?"  [Critical thinking]
Introduce Student Health Center.
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 101-3 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Read Borders Chapter 4: "Making the Grade." [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. Do online Time management calculator and print out results. Bring next class.  Be ready to discuss exactly how you plan to manage, keep up your health and sanity, and still get excellent grades in your courses at UTEP at the same time. Be specific--do not simply state "I will do it somehow," or "I'll keep a positive attitude," or similar general statements. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 5. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]

     2. KTEP report. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 6. Feb. 21-25, 2011.  Weekly topic: how to persuade others with confirmation.

Exercises. Possible guest speaker. [Academic success strategies]
Read Borders chapter 5: Academic Resources. (pps. 102-117) [Academic success strategies]
Collect time management surveys and reflections. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Activity/assignment on student learning styles and their relation to college course work. [Learning styles/self assessment]

Reading strategies. 

Activity/assignment addressing financing your education.
Other activities to be announced. [Academic success strategies]
Why it is important to join a study group.

How academic support programs (e.g., tutoring, counseling, etc.) will help me achieve my goals. Tutoring is NOT a punishment!  

Tentative: The rhetoric of diversity: The genius of the great religious traditions. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 103-5 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Wednesday: 1. Read Borders chapter 5: Academic Resources.  [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 6. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Work on Final Project. [Applies to theme / discipline]

     3. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 7: Feb. 28-Mar. 4, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 7: how to persuade others with a commonplace.

How to research. [Academic success strategies] [Library research]
Read Borders Chapter 6: Avoiding Hazards Along the Way. (Pps 118-139). [Academic success strategies]
Dispelling the myth of the lone genius creating knowledge.  Research and the idea of the community of scholarly discourse. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking] [Library research]
Tentative Exercise: Kennedy p. 70 [Paraphrase], [Applies to theme / discipline]
Written activity/assignment addressing personal or social issues: Student solidarity. [Academic success strategies]
Discuss Fine Arts activity (e.g., art exhibit, concert, theater production, etc.)
Video clip: "The Day After."  Thinking "out of the box:" Respond next session. [Critical thinking] 
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 105-8 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Read Borders chapter 6: Avoiding Hazards along the Way. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Wednesday: 1. Read How to Start a Club or Organization. [Academic success strategies]
2. Complete Life Event Scale. Bring along for next week's class. [Academic success strategies]
3. Read "Clubs and Organizations" list. [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 7. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]

     2. KTEP report. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 8: Mar. 7-11, 2011.  Weekly topic: Progymnasma 8: how to persuade others with praise.

Midterm.  Wikis due for midterm check. 
Freshmen mid-term grades due to the Records Office Mar. 9 

The genius of rhetoric: the Dialectic. Slide show. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Dangers: Exercises.  [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Read Borders Chapter 7: Healthy Student Living. (pps. 140-165) [Academic success strategies]
Turn in Life Event Scale. [Academic success strategies]
Post your report on selected student organization that you joined, on your Wiki some time before class. This counts as Quiz #3. Bring a hardcopy printout of your report to class. [Academic success strategies]
Midterm. 

How to do university-level research. How to read an academic text. How to use the Internet for university-level research. "Following the track" of scholarly knowledge. Students will examine how to develop academic survival and success strategies (e.g., note-taking, active reading, time management).  Students will become aware of and use selected academic and student support resources. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking] [Library research]
Discuss: Red Flags (danger signals in your college life). [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 108-11 (two examples). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Read Borders chapter 7 [Academic success strategies]
3. Complete UCLA Loneliness Test at http://www3.shastacollege.edu/lvalvatne/psych15/ucla_loneliness_scale.htm. (Score it at http://www3.shastacollege.edu/lvalvatne/psych15/interpreting_the_ucla_loneliness.htm.) Be ready to discuss results next time. [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. Optional: Take the Cheek and Buss Online Shyness Test on your own. [Academic success strategies]
2. Optional: Take the Psych Central Online Depression Screening Test on your own. [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 8. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Work on Final Report. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
     3. KTEP report. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

Spring Break March 14-18, 2011.
· Week 9. Mar. 21-25, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 9: how to persuade others with vituperation (invective).

Mid-term grades e-mail to freshmen via UTEP e-mail address Oct. 18

Annotated bibliography of research sources due October 23 in class. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Library research]
Video if time available. [Applies to theme / discipline]
Tentative exercise or guest speaker. [Academic success strategies]
Assessment activity that examines the student's interests, abilities, and values. [Academic success strategies] [Learning styles/self assessment]
Read Borders Chapter 8: Career Planning. (Pps 166-183) Do career exploration activity assignment to examine my interests, abilities, and values, on p. 170. Introduce University Career Center [Academic success strategies] [Career exploration]
Bibliography for collective reports due .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Library research] [Group/team work]
Read Borders Chapter 8: Career Planning. (Pps 166-183) Do Activity 8.1 on p. 170. [Academic success strategies] [Career exploration]
Discuss UCLA loneliness test results. [Academic success strategies]
Discuss the big rhetorical question, "Who does it serve?" [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Know yourself, know your professors: reach for an "A" every time.  Discussion of research techniques, and about how to know and become known to your professor. [Academic success strategies]
Written exercise: Commitment. [Academic success strategies]
Do Values A-Z exercise. [Academic success strategies]
Discussion of the dialectic and dialectical reasoning as a learning tool, if time available. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Slide show on Idealism vs. Materialism, or other video TBA. (If time available). [Critical thinking]
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 111-3 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Choose any one of your professors, investigate her/him in depth on the Net, interview him/her if desired, and report on her/him in writing and in class. Your written results are due by next week by e-mail. Do not post this on Facebook. Save a copy of your e-mail to report in class. [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. Written response:  What are your own strongest interests, abilities, and values? How do you know?  And, how do these interests, abilities and values relate to your major, intended major, or future studies at UTEP?  Please go into detail in your answer. Your response should be about three to six paragraphs long. Print this out and bring next week. [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking] [Learning styles/self assessment]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 9. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
    2. Work on Final Report. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]  

    3. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 10. Mar. 28-Apr. 1, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 10: how to persuade others with comparison (Syncrisis).
Note: No classes Thursday, March 31 (Cesar Chavez Day)
Course drop deadline April 1. 
Tentative: Visitor. [Academic success strategies]
Read Borders Chapter 9: Money Matters for the UTEP Student. (pps 166-183) [Academic success strategies].  Make sure you understand how to manage your finances and pay for your education. 
Draft Collective Reports due next week for Peer Review.[Applies to Theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
Schedule collective Oral Reports.[Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
Turn in reports: What are your own strongest interests, abilities, and values? [Learning styles/self assessment]
Report on web investigation from last week: What are this particular professor's interests, accomplishments, background, publications, activities and opinions? [Academic success strategies] 
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 113-15 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Read Borders chapter 9: Money Matters. [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. Read Gosling and Noordam's "Giving a Great Presentation. [Academic success strategies]
2. Read "Secret Work." Relate this document to the movie. Write a personal response (about two pages): Respond on your Wiki before the next session of class. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
3. Final Reports (written) due for Peer Review. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 10. [Applies to theme / discipline]

     2. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

Week 11. Apr. 4-8, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 11: how to persuade others with impersonation (Prosopopoeia or Ethopoeia; What would this person say?)

Collective Research Reports due for Peer Review.  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
Finish video if necessary.  The mythology, rhetoric (and reality?) of evil rhetors. Hitler? Cults? Con artists? Hannibal Lector? Contemporary (real) evil rhetors? .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Begin student presentations. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
Read Borders chapter 10: Campus Resources. (pps 204-208) [Academic success strategies]
Final Reports due for Peer Review.   [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
Turn in exercise from page 170 of Borders. [Academic success strategies]
Finish video if necessary. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
The mythology, rhetoric (and reality?) of evil genius. Hitler? Cults? Hannibal Lector? Contemporary (real) evil genius? Seductions? Is it true that "you can't con an honest person?" Rhetoric, genius and the concept of sales resistance. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
In-class exercise (if time available): What would it take for an evil rhetor to convince you? Why would you be convinced, or why not?  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Public speaking activity—declamation. [Applies to theme / discipline] [Public speaking]
Homework:

Monday 1. Fix your Final Report based on your Peer Review results. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Group/team work]
2. Read Borders chapter 10, Campus Resources, and Glossary. [Academic success strategies]
3. Read study questions for Final Exam (online). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Wednesday: 1.  Read "Morale boosters," write a brief response discussing which two or three morale boosters (listed or not) work best for you, personally, and why. [Academic success strategies]
2. Click on instructions for Peer Review of another group's paper. Complete peer review before next class, return results by e-mail to authors, with cc. to me. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
     Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 11. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]  

     2. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 12.  Apr. 11-15, 2011. Weekly topic--Progymnasma 12: how to persuade others with description (Ecphrasis). 

Personal attitudes and goals. Attitude quiz.  Guest speaker (tentative): Student Development Center. [Academic success strategies]
Student Presentations. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [public speaking] [Group/team work]
Read Borders Glossary. (p. 209) [Academic success strategies]
Discussion: the university student as an adult among adults, an intellectual among intellectuals and a scholar among scholars. Gramsci and the concept of the intellectual.  What is the purpose that is driving your studies?  What do you want to get from your university education and what have you gotten so far?  Emerging problems with your classes and your life at UTEP. Review the concept of university collegiality: you are not a passive object of instruction!  [Academic success strategies] [Critical thinking]
Personal attitudes and goals. Written response: personal attitudes, values and goals. Value clarification: more than sex, drugs and rock and roll!  Difficulties you have encountered and how to overcome them. [Academic success strategies]
Discussion: Health and student success.  Discuss results (in general terms) of Life Event Survey. Ideas on how to make your life less stressful. Morale boosters.  Response if time available. [Academic success strategies]
Homework: 

Monday 1. Read Kennedy 117-20 (example). .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Complete Values quiz. Have a copy ready to discuss in the next class.  [Academic success strategies]
Wednesday: 1. Read "Sixteen Suggestions" and write a brief, two paragraph response with your own additional suggestions for world-changing rhetoric.  [Applies to theme / discipline]
2. Optional: Explore links to valuable UTEP resources. [Academic success strategies]
Friday: 1. Do Progymnasma 11. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]

          2. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 13. Apr. 18-21, 2011. Weekly topic--Ethics, the responsibilities of rhetoric and of being an educated person. 
No class Friday, April 22 (Spring Study Day)
Finish video related to course theme if necessary. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Student presentations. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [public speaking] [Group/team work]
Discuss Intellectual activities (e.g., lectures, debates, panel presentations, campus conference, etc.). [Academic success strategies]
Rhetoric of class, ethnicity and gender. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
Finish project. Turn in Final Collective Project. Applies to theme / discipline.] [Group/team work]
Activity/assignment addressing individual roles and responsibilities in groups. Reference this to Final Project experience.
Ethics. [Critical thinking]
Test-taking strategies. 
UNIV 1301 End-of-Semester Feedback administered by the Entering Student Program: Worth 5% of your grade.  

Homework: 

Monday: 1. Read Kennedy 124-7 (example). 
Wednesday:. Do Progymnasma 13. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]

     2. KTEP reports. [Academic success strategies—note taking] [Critical thinking]

· Week 14: Apr. 25-29, 2011. Weekly topic—Progymnasma 13: how to persuade others by proposing, defending or attacking a Law. 

Monday: Student presentations continue if necessary. [Applies to theme / discipline] [public speaking] [Group/team work] 
If no student presentations, video related to theme of course. 

Wednesday: Collective Paper due.
All Progymnasmata must be completed online. [Applies to theme / discipline]

Finish video, if applicable. 
 (Tentative) Begin video related to theme of course. .  [Applies to theme / discipline]
Homework: None
· Week 15: May  2-5, 2010. Weekly topic: The practical power of rhetoric for your career.  [career exploration]
Monday: Discuss "delivery" as a rhetorical concept. [Applies to theme / discipline] 
Discussion of delivery as part of rhetoric. How will you get your message to the desired audience? How will you be sure they understand it, pay attention to it, and consider it legit.? Possible exercise. .  [Applies to theme / discipline] [Critical thinking]
(Tentative) Finish video related to theme of course if not done already. [Applies to theme / discipline]
Homework: None. Dead Day Friday, May 6. 
· Final Exams May 9-13. Place and time to be announced. 
