Criminology

Fall 2009
	Class:
	Time:
	Room:

	Sociology 3348 /
Criminal Justice 3313
	Mon & Wed 9:30-10:50am
	LA 107


	Professor:
	Office:
	Phone:
	Email:
	Office Hours:

	Dr. Ted Curry
	Old Main 318
	747-6527
	trcurry@utep.edu
	Mon & Wed 

1:30-2:45

	Teaching Assistant:
	Office:
	Phone:
	Email:
	Office Hours:

	Nick Emerick
	Old Main 203
	747-6156
	naemerick@miners

.utep.edu
	Tues 3:00-4:50 &

Wed 4:30-5:50


Class Web Site
http://utminers.utep.edu/trcurry
Required READINGS

Barkan, Steven E. (2006) Criminology: A Sociological Understanding (3rd Ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.  

COURSE INFORMATION

Purpose: This class is intended to provide students with a broad overview of the study of criminology or, more specifically, the study of law making, law breaking and law enforcement.  Throughout the course will be an emphasis on theory, empirical research, and social issues – such as gender, race/ ethnicity, and social class.  We will also pay close attention to white collar crime, as well as street crime.  The subject matter of this course is intended to provide essential knowledge for all students of sociology as well as those primarily interested in criminology.

course format

This class will employ a lecture/discussion format.  The professor will provide a structured lecture on the day’s topic, emphasizing the assigned reading but also incorporating additional information and sources.  Students must be prepared to answer questions from the readings posed by the professor and are strongly encouraged to question the professor about the day’s readings and lecture.

Course Requirements
1. Exams:  There will be three examinations consisting of multiple choice, short-answer, fill in the blank and essay questions.  All material covered in class (films, lectures, discussions, guest speakers, group exercises) and all readings can be the basis of test questions.  Each exam is worth 100 points for a total of 300 points.  A grade of zero (0) will be assigned for all exams not taken.
2. Comprehensive Final Exam:  Our final exam will be comprehensive, meaning that it will pertain to all the material covered throughout the semester.  This exam is worth 100 points. A grade of zero (0) will be assigned if this exam is not taken.
· Bring a green scantron form and a #2 pencil with eraser on the day of each exam.
GRADES

Grades are based on the following:

Exams:
300 points
Final Exam:
100 points

Total:
400 points

Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale: 


A
=
89% and above


B
=
79% - 88%


C
=
69% - 78%


D
=
59% - 68%


F
=
Below 59%


Notice that my grading scale is “curved” 1% in your favor.  For example, in most courses a 79% is a C whereas in my class it is a B.  This is to avoid the situation where someone misses receiving a higher grade by a very small margin -- because in my class you miss receiving a higher grade by a full percentage point, plus the “very small margin.”  I apply the grading scale uniformly to all students.  Remember, your grade is an accomplishment, not a gift.

You can receive your current grade by logging onto UTEP’s Blackboard through your myutep.edu link.  If you do not already have a miners account, you will need to get one.

Extra credit

Students have the option to obtain extra credit in this class.  Specifically, if you complete the extra credit assignment, 5% will be added to your final course average (after all exams are completed).  The extra credit assignment entails participation in one of the programs offered through UTEP’s Center for Civic Engagement (CCE).  A member of the CCE will come to our class during the second week of classes (see course schedule below) to discuss the various program opportunities available to obtain the extra credit.  Participating students must complete the required service-learning hours, attend CCE’s training program and reflection session, turn in all necessary paperwork to CCE on time, and adhere to all CCE requirements and stipulations in order to obtain the extra credit. Students may only receive extra credit in one class for each 20-hour CCE program they participate in. 

 No additional extra-credit assignments will be offered – please do not ask.

CLASS AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Classroom Behavior: 

· Talking: Unprofessional behavior (e.g., sleeping, talking, reading material unrelated to class, repeated tardiness) will not be tolerated.  It is okay to quietly make brief comments to each other about the day’s material, but anything more than that is distracting to the rest of class and the professor.  
· Tardiness: Students who arrive late (but within the 5-minute rule) or need to leave early should sit in a seat near the door to minimize class disruptions.  Unless it cannot be avoided, students should not leave class once the professor has started the lecture. 

· Laptops: Students are not allowed to use laptops during class. All laptops must be turned off and stowed in a backpack, etc.
· Cell Phones: All cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned OFF.  Exceptions will be made for important matters – please notify the professor if this is the case.
· Violations: The first time a student violates any of these policies they will be required to leave class for that day.  A second violation means that the student will be administratively withdrawn from the course and reported to the dean of students and other authorities.
Communication: All students must regularly check their utep “miners” email account as the professor will occasionally need to communicate with the class or with individual students using this medium.  The professor will not communicate with students through Blackboard.  To contact your professor, it is best to speak with him before or after class, use email, visit office hours, or call his office.
Tardiness (5-minute rule): Entering class after lectures have started is disrupting to the class and disrespectful to professors and fellow students. If, for whatever reason, you find yourself unable to be in class before the start of class on a regular basis, you will need to either drop the class or make arrangements to rectify the situation.  Additionally, on any given day, if you are more than 5 minutes late, then DO NOT attend class for that day. Students arriving more than 5 minutes late will be asked to leave class for that day.

Reading Materials: Students are required to bring the materials for their assigned readings to class each day.  Students who do not have their materials will not be permitted to attend that day’s class.

Attendance:  Students are required to attend all classes. Students are responsible for all material and other information presented in class.  Any student who misses class is encouraged to get the lectures notes from another student, complete the reading assignment, and discuss the day’s material with the professor.  Students should also ask the professor about any changes made to the syllabus in their absence.  Neither the professor nor the TA will provide class notes.

Missed exams:  If you know, for whatever reason, that you will be absent when an exam is given, you must inform the professor ahead of time, either talk to the professor directly, leave a message by calling 747-6527, or send an e-mail message to trcurry@utep.edu.  In case of illness or emergency, inform the professor before the start of class on the day of the exam, or as soon as humanly possible thereafter.  Failure to do this will result in a reduction in your exam grade of at least 10%.  Failure to discuss missed exams with the professor beyond five (5) working days from the date of the exam may result in a grade of zero (0) for the missed exam.  All make-up exams, except those missed for official university business, will be taken during the week before final exams, at a date and time determined by the professor.  Make-up exams may differ substantially from the regular class exam.  

Academic Dishonesty (e.g., Cheating / Plagiarism): The most serious violation of academic standards, plagiarism refers to, among other things, failing to fairly represent the work of others in your written and oral presentations by giving appropriate credit for the exact words or phrase(s), unique image or idea, and/or individual opinion, copying the sentence patterns and logical development of the written piece of another, substituting your own words as you go while keeping so closely to the original that you have in effect taken it without giving credit, submitting the words or works of another as your own without permission or proper credit. The penalty for plagiarism is failure (a grade of “F”) in the class and a letter reporting your behavior to the appropriate university authorities.  If you are at all confused about what constitutes plagiarism, please see your professor. Additionally, all written work will be checked for plagiarism by, among other things, web searches. Further information can be gained from the UTEP Dean of Students’ webpage (http://www.utep.edu/dos/). 

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability.  Please notify the professor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course.  Late notification may cause the requested accommodations to be unavailable.

Tentative Course Schedule

The professor reserves the right to make changes to the course syllabus. 

Any changes will be announced ahead of time in class.

DATE


READINGS and ASSIGNMENTS

Aug 24
 

Introductions & course overview. What is Criminology?




Reading: This syllabus

Assignment: Go to class web page and read “How to succeed in class” & “How to Read a Book”
26

Criminology and Sociology

Reading: Barkan ch. 1
31

Public opinion and news media

Reading: Barkan ch. 2
Sept 2

Measuring crime and deviance – what does the research say?

 
“Correlates” of crime and deviance




Reading: Barkan ch. 3
7

Labor Day: No Classes

9

Victims and Victimization




Reading: Barkan ch. 4
14

Catch-Up & Review
16

Exam 1
21

Individual causes of crime: Personality & biology

Reading: Barkan ch. 5
23

Poverty and community ability to regulate deviance – social disorganization theory

Reading: Barkan ch. 6, pp. 167-177

28

Anomie / Strain theories of neighborhood crime rates



Subcultural theories of neighborhood crime rates

Reading: Barkan ch. 6, pp. 177-194
30

Learning theories of individual deviance



Social control theories of individual deviance

Reading: Barkan ch. 7
Oct 5

Labeling theory: The effects of deviant definitions and social control




Reading: Barkan ch. 8, pp 228-240




Film: “Deviantization of Witches”
7

Conflict and feminist theories: Using the law to protect the status quo



Reading: Barkan ch. 8, 240-259
12

Catch-Up & Review
14

Exam 2
19

Violent Crime

Reading: Barkan ch. 9
21

Violence against women: Rape, sexual assault and batters
Reading: Barkan ch. 10, pp304-322



Film: “Rape is…”
26

Explaining the relationship between rape definitions, culture, the legal system, and 

incidence of rape.

Reading: Barkan ch. 10, pp 323-331



Film: “Survivors of Rape”
28

Economic street crimes 
Reading: Barkan ch. 11
Nov 2

Defining and understanding White-Collar crime and Elite Deviance





Reading: Barkan ch. 12

4

Political Crime: By and Against Government




Reading: Barkan ch. 13

9

Consensual & Public order crime




Reading: Barkan ch. 14
11

Catch-Up & Review



Film: “Sex, Drugs, and Consenting Adults”
16

Exam 3
18

Policing



Reading: Barkan ch. 15
23

Film: “Racial Profiling”
25

Prosecution & Punishment




Reading: Barkan ch. 16
30

Film: “A Hard Straight”
Dec 2

Barkan’s prescription for reducing crime




Reading: Barkan ch. 17
Comprehensive Final Exam: Wednesday, December 9th, at 10:00am in our current classroom.

6
5

